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OL HAMS PRIMED IO PREVAIL IN ATRWAVES CONTEST
By Blanche Dey

If you think the femasle of the sgecies is ths logquacious sex, you've never
encounterd 2 group of ham radio enthusiasts at work. UWomen may tarry on the
telephone swepping recipes end child sere hints for an hour. Hut ham radiao
operators {99 percent of whom are men) will spend on entirs evening chatting
on the airwaves - sometimes 5 nights 2 week.

What do they talk sbout? As with the ladies, it's mostly shop tslk. But
instead of recipes, the hems swap electronic lors. In place of echild care,
they exchange advice on the coddling and care of a-ham radio-statien,

During Decembar, the talk reaches a feverish pitch. Big event of the year -
in the lives of the pation's more that 200,000 hams - is the National WUHF

Sweepstakes Contest held on Jan. 9 and 10, (Note; dates are for this year,)
Right nou every \.H.F. zealot worth his salt is getting his set ready for the
susepstekes.

V.H.F, staends for Very High Freguency, a term applied to that region of ihe
ather not in commercial use, which the £,C.C. has turned over to the nation's
amateur operators for experimental purposes.

The elita among the local hams is the Mt, Airy VHF Radio Club, Inc.; @ group
which meets the 3d Wednesday of each month st the West Dak Lane Jewish Com-
munity Center, Thouron Avenue and Ssdguwick Stroet.

The club wos foundesd in May of 1956 when @ group of hams met a2t Oscar Jacoby's
Fome, 1618 Barringsr St., for am evening of shop teik, FPooling their know-
ledgz proved so helpful that it was decided to form 2 club. In 3% years the
urgani;atiuﬂ grown from 11 to 80 members. (Correction here, 75 znd 1 honorary
nETSEr

NICKNAME STICKS

Shortly after it was launched it was given a nickname by which it is nou
bettar known than its formel name. 0One night when its members were gabbing
awzy over the gther, a contact from New Jersey remarked: "You guys sound like
a bunch of pack rats nibbling on 2 piece of chesse." Ths name stuck. Thay've
been the Pzck Rots sver since,

To qualify for membership in The Pack Rats, an applicant must be over 21 and
must have an ameteur radio license,

It will =lso be helpful if he is prepored to devote himself to his set above
and beyond the ¢all of duty during the Notional V.H.F, Sweepstakes Contest.

The centest, conducted annually, awerds certificates of merit te the clubs

making the greatest number of confirmed contacts cduring & specifisd 36-hour
pericod.

The first year The Peck Rats competed they come in 3d.

"We had only 27 members then and were competing against cliubs that had as
many as 300 members on the air," boasts Frank Brick, the Pack Rats! secretaty.

The 2d year, thsy dropped back to 5th; last year they regained their number
3 position, P



"This year we're out for-blood," says Frank, "ye won't be satisfied with any-
thirg but first place." (Asido; Ha ha)

The Dack Rats have a 9-pege monthly newspaper called - what else?~ Cheose Bits.
This month:s issue . sternly adwonishes: 9Check your gsar now anq rnat the
Fridey hefore the contest! Bo to Ded early Friday aond sleep until noon on
Saturdayt?

cvery member is expectsd to stick by his set from noon Jan. 9 until midnight
Jan. 10. It is aniicipstad that wives will cheerfully (7) serve meals by the
microphone. (Aside: I thought the contest starts at 2:00 P.M.)

Moanwhile, older and more afflusnt members are lending spere pﬁrts to younger
collergues so that their squipment will be up to par for the big event,

Most hams spend as much time building eguipment a2s they do epereting it. IF
you build your own cguipment, you can get on the air for es little as §150,
fore @labarate sets Tun as high as §1000.

Ham radio clubs have @ more serious primary purpose than winning contests.
They otz Tegardod by tho FOC es @ vitel link in national deferse. In %he
event of disaster or amergency,their potentiel value is inocalculable,

fndividual units ars frequently pressed into service for help in tracking down
criminals, recovering stolen cars, rounding up blead donors.

puring floods and hurricanes, a hem radic seot - with portable power - has
often been a town's only means of communication with the outside world,

Ham operators also maintzin a pipeline between servicemer abroad and their

families in the Stateos. Many @ homesick iad stoticned 100 miles Trom Nowhere

has been comforted by & message from Mom conveyed for free by & dediceated ham.
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(Editor's note; There are two pictures accempaning the article. I am sorry
that I om unabla to reproducs them, but I will try to describe them.)

picture #l. is » large picture showing fOssie at the miks and frankie standing
on the side, Ths Ception under it reads as fellows;

MONDRY NIGHT is talkfast night for™the Mt. RiFy UHF

Radio Ciub - Meore familisrly known as "The Pack Rats"

Oscar Jacaby (left) mans-the controls at the stafion in

the bassment of his home, 1618 3z2rringer St., whils Frank
Brigk analyzes the contact. Chief gueries on the very high
freguency air waves are: "Am I noming in clesr? Houws

my modulation lsvel?" The clubis g2ll lstors are W3CCXe
Group meets monthly at west Dak Lane Jewish Community

CENLRT .
ieture #2. 13 orne of Harry Stein at the mike, snd the caption under it reads;

Hzrry Stein, president af the olub, exborts his constituents
to get their sets in top shaps for tha Netional YHF Corhost
next month, His call letters are B3CL.
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(Mother Rat's Comments) Before you pull out all of your hair trying to find
oLt what ®uol" in the title means I will explain it. It stands for West fck
l.eng, and 1is taken from the namc of the meeting place. It's not my fault if
they are confused and the West Jak Lane Jewish Community Center is in pt,. Airy,
and the Mi. Airy Jeuwish Community Center is in Germantouwn.

Tho reason that I did not receive the copy in time for last month's issue is

that the father of fOssiefs XYL had a heart attack that night end he couldn't
bring 1t down.

A little antidete on the reporter, @lanche Day. As I get it, one time she
was sent to Princeton on a story and when she got thers all hotel rooms were
taken due to & convention, Not wishing to miss out on her story she went to

the police anc told them that they had to find a pilace for her, so she spsnt
the night in the “pPokey".
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An apology to the ARRL. e are sorry that you were 1oft out of the articls.
We are sure that it was merely an oversight, It should have read YAn ARRL
flationzl Contest®, but in the enthusiasm of the reporting it probably just
skipped the reporters minds.
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True to form, the night of the demonstratien, Ossie's gear broke down and

Bub, W3GXE, had ito take ogver the net. Just like 2 child when you =rs frying
to show of f how smart he is, -



"ACK RATS CHEESE BITSY published hy
MT. AIRY V.H.F, RADIO GLUB, IO,
PHILADELPHIA, PENRNSYLYANIA,.

%$1,00 pPer year 10¢ Per copy

Editor: Helen 8Brick, XYL, W3SAD
829 U. Fishers Avenue,
Phila., 41, Pa.

Ciub memorial Callj; wW3CEX, Trustee
WiF0Z, Charles Koelsch
2600 Horsham Rpad,
Hatboro, Pa,

President, W3CL, Harry Stein;
2087 parkdale Avenue;
Glensids, Pa,

Nets; 14432 gach Mongday, 8:00 Pim.
50.2 each Monday, 9:00 PimM.
220 each monday, 10:15 Pim,

Meetings are held tha third Wednesday,
at the West Dak Lane Jewish Community
Center, Sedgwick and Theouron Strests,
at §:30 P.M.
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(ote Trom Mothsr Rat) The last three
pages of this issue contain the latest
and corrected membership list. You
will notice thet I spelled ®Grandpop
Bill's" name correcily, put Johnny
Allen back in Abington where he lives,
and made the correcticons in phone
numbars, The anly thing wrong that

I noticed was that I left the *a'* gqut
of John Glassford's name, other than
that 1 am pretty surs that it-ig
correct.
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UNSOLICITED PRAISE
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The following two notes came alang
with the scores of two of our recent

members.,

WK KX R W% L X 8

1960
Harry:

New York
flew Jersey
Penna,
Tenn,

Sorry I couldn't be much better help.
Will try harder next time.

The boys wers 2 fine team to be a part
of ,

K3GFF
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£35 Washington 5i%,,
Doylestpun, Pa,
January 13, 1960

mt. Airy U.H.F, Club
Dear Frankie:

Here is my score sheet, sorry I gould
not give you a better score. I was
only able to be on for 20 hours, and

I am rew 2t this contest business,
never worked ane hefare, but I did the
best I could for the club, and I donet

feel ashamed cf this scoras, as I Tig-
ure every littie hslps, 8o the club
is welcome to what little I could do
ta help and hope I can do better next
year, '

I might add that I &m proud to be a
mamber of the peck Rats and enjoy my
associztion with the boys and deem it
a pleasure tc know such & nice bunch
of fellows.

Sincerely youTs,
Haward £. Fretz, K3EPS
* KN
Thanks boys.
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FREQUENCIES FOR DUPLEX ON SIX METERS
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We would like to convey our sincere
thanks te Joe, WZEIF, for permitting
us to reprint the letter that he got
from the socretery of the FCC on the
subject, and sincerely hope that it
will help to slarify the sitoation.

FEOERAL COMMUNICATIGNS COMMISSION
WASRINGTON, 25, O.C.
fugust 31, 1959
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Editorts nots

fr. J. R. Kilgore,
710 Bailey Streset,
Camden 2, Neow Jersey

Dear G§ir:

cooithezeference - to-your latter of -

. August 17, the use of AP for duplex

operation is permissible only on
amateur freguenciss above 51 Mc. A2
emigsion is defined as telegraphy by
the keying of 2 modulasting audio
frequency or audio freguencies or by
the keying of the modulsted emissicn,
AZ emission may be uszd on amateur
frequencies above 50 Me.

very truly yours,
Mary Jdang Morris,
Secretary,
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WATEH FOR LADIES NITE DATE t !t !

LS SR ST LTSS PSS T TR IR ST T

A CORRECTICN
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To all who think that I am the author
of the "Smael A. Rhat" articles, I
would like to say that you are very
far from right, I may scold and
criticize bed operation, but I do not
consider myself qualified to make the
recommendetions that he/she does.
After all I'm merely an SWL, I have
not the slightest idea who writes
them, They are mailed to W3LL end he
forwards them to me throught Frankie,
Gume Aare written, some are printed
and soma ars typed, and they come from
differsnt Post Offices. I have some
suspicions as to whg it could be so

I am putting them in the following
iedictic concoction,

.-'3“



Could Learn
inas o come up
sssaian of his that Ceuld
uce in omy wind of him.
» Aambhle Right 2long
F¥ivg on to constructive
poeration prosedure.  How Yod Judoge
who it is, I shall keep trying to find
out, thon Too £Fffen I Fail, we Just
Say D :rn 1te Purhaps,; if Zsod Right
guiek his nams, you Could Pick That
out of the hat. Now whot, Perbaps do
you think?
X KX

Kk EH¥ EHNxH

After reading the above, with elevan
calls mixed in, if you knuu wha it is,
izt me know. It could be eone of them,
or somenody I never even suspect.
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If you are unrble to figure out the
calls mentionod above I will list them
for you.
1, W3IBH
2. W3CL
3o WICFS
4. W3ZRRA
5. W3FSC
G. W3HYJ
7. W2EIF
8. W338D
9. W37RQ
10, W3CPT
11l WANWR

T still think itis the one with the

"hole in the head",
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FROM THE MAIL BAG
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A Mzrry Christmas and may the New Year
bring you every jay.

KBUHE & XYL,
Ex KU
Bill & Chicken Stackhouse

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to
all the Pack Rais, Have been looking
for you all on the a2ir since coming
out hers lawt June. How about turning
your beoms out this way sometime,

We speecially want to thank Helen for
gending us the "Cheese Bits" Paper.
We ornjoy it very mush and look forward
t0 reselving it each time,

73
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8ill is a former member, and as you

gan =ee he received his 9 call, If at
times the band is not favorable for an
eyeball 050, a written lins would help,
His address is, KO9UME, William Stack=-

) house
Ridge Avenue,
Aurora, Indiana,
*EEXR Py REREE
Mi 8il1:
Is Aurora anywhere near daveland

Indiana? We have friands there and.
they have no phone.

“if -

You ere guite welcome Tor the
"Chogse Bits', You are o Pormor
MEmncT and wo K RO h Y6
like to know whab the nlub Ls SCinD.

i

from all of us hzre to all of you
thers we wish a VYery Happy ond
Healthful New Year.
73 & 88
Frankie & Helen
* Kk N¥ KK HeR KHHENX
£ Merry Christmas and 2 Heppy New
Yenr.
K36 Tl
Eetty Rilay

Thanks - Helsn & Frunk for paper.
Enjoy it very much, will sxchange
as sonn 55 we geht One.-

73
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Hi Betty:
We =re more than happy to socnd

mnd we are
pepar from the

you the Checsc Bits,
gagorly awsiting the
Wiltkeshurre Glub,

We would like to toke thisg means
of conveying the "Thanks® of W3KKN
and L3TNP, Ernie and Bert, to you
and your sister in Claveciand, [Ohio,

for 211 the cerds and notes to
Jocnne. UWe ssw Joanne the other
;night, and she locks a2nd fegls won-

derful,
" Wwishing you mng yours a Vory
Happy and Healthful Now Year, we
remain, with best 73's and d8's,
Frank and Helen
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HEARD DY SIX METERS

***************%********************

W3KKN, Ernie and W3THP . Bert sndowed
2 wing at the Alhany Medical Coenter
in appreciation for whet they did
for Joanne. Jeanne is doing fine,

Joey got inte Erndists rig and TV set.
h=aint
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Heard K353, Bill, discussing differ-
ent nets an six and he stated that

he liked theo wey thot the Pack Rats
not was handled.

He and a few other tesnagers are

Cirying to stort 2 teensgers net for
" traffic on six esach Monday night

" following the Pack Rots Net,

Bs I
heard it, one of the fellows was
complaining about Bill helding the
transmission too long. He exploined
that until the net is sstablished
and messoges are resdy to bo sent
he must do so. (Rside to Bill)
Better chenge your freguency as the
Thitwit Notuork" foliows immediately
aftor the Peck Rot Mot )
He is tryirg to stert the net et 50.1
but if the ctner receivers cannot
separate, than ha will run into
interference.
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i JETS

s positive of the call I will
;ion it except to say that it

(HEPRD

hy fapls that all nets on six
mould be aanductad a2t 52 or 53
ta leave uhe 1w =nd of the

(AW ham or nDt hﬂs Con=
Treguency. In this stats-

+
oy
—i i3
o

troi of
ment hz is absoiutely correct, but

what he does not realize is that com-
men courtesy demands that you respect

any

the frecusnny of any net. He does not
realize thrt most nets are registered
with %72 ARAL, and that thus being,
trzir frequency is regarded as & sacred
pocsition on the band, If it were not
sG, clubs would not be zsked to regis-
ter their nets with the ARRL. Tha FLOC
must also recognize net frequencies,
or they would mcke a ruling that they
must be held on & higher freguency.
gnother thing that this fellow does
not realize is that in a council of
clubs, should & special event or
mmergency arise, the council picks the
ciubh with the nets on most bands to
tandle the gontrel center, knowing
thot these fregquencies are known by
most of the hams on these bands., :
Az zn example of known freguency for
an emergency, takes the cazse of the
unmodulated carrvier that was on for
over 18 hours, on six meters. It was,
heerd in Sauth Jerssy and the Pack Rats
were called %o cheeck on it. The con-
trol waes in Sputh Jdarsey, but all homs
%0 iisten on the

v Fer chacks, and if
Loaroan dhet ofrequsncy,

FTSHUINCY WES well known
to tn& Hu‘ in o this aree The Hams

tracing ii wuére not all P ck Rats, in
fact oirg wane in from West Fhila. to
trace i% fmobile. .

As 1t turrad oui the Ffellowsskids hag
turnied the rig onand ke knew fcthing
about Lt. Us Tigured that he had a-
hesrt attack whils ouerating ond his
XYL didnit know haw to shut it off,.

The main point is thet if no one knew
the Pzck Ruts fregqueney, whizch was not
mentioned, we would have had & much
worse time tracking it down,

My advice t6 K2e-= is get more crystals
0r go UFQd or stay off the air when the
nets are on., 0Of coursa if he has no

other crystel, and hz wants to talk at
thet time, he could call im on the net,

************************************%*

CONGRATULATIONSG
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Congratulatiens are in order for the
YL of W3HYO, Lanny. KA3KRG, Letora.
She is on two £t 145,02 and she is
also working for her qenmral. Con't
get me wrong. Lenny's YL is his 13
year old daughter; his XYL is Violet,

EC BULLETI®
ARRL HEADHUARTERS, WEST HARTFORD, COHN.
WINTER EBITION JANUARY 1060
3rd PARTY AGHEEMENT MITH YV

This past year has sssn on licrease

in the number of permissive @greemants
to allow internztionai excharge of
messages on behalf of third parties,
betwsen amateur stations. 0Oct Q8T's
tHappeningsY reporied *he details
worksd out between [I 0 zad the
U.g.A. effective from Ruuga. '59.

Ths ONLY countries having had similar
treaties with the United States are

Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Cuha,
Ecuador, Liberia, Nigaragua, Penama
and Peru.

As of Dec. 12, '59 add Yenszuela {YV}
to this 1ist of cogniries permitting
Srd-party excnanges betuween amateurs.
The bilateral agresmsnt contains the
usual broad restrictions limiting sueh
amateur conversations or messages to
purely perscnal and relatively unim-
portant matters, except in emergency.
Article 42 of our basic international
treaty provisions {(excepting for just
such spegial agreements)} forbids
amatesur stations to engage in any
international EDmmunlDatlons for third
parties.

B0

ENFORCEMENT PROGRAMS of the FCE are

*HKX* XEXHX

. expecipd by some to be stricter,

starting Jdn, l, when FOC sections -
concerned expect increased appropraas-
tions for this, Amateurs should
always be careful ito respond promptly
to any. FOG notices that . may reguire
this, WeMLZ, -S4 Tiv, Dir. ARRL,
regards §-1737, & bill in Houss Com=-
mittee afiar Senota passage and which
would provide cash penalties for
certain FOU rulz2 viclations in the.
cominan carrisr and ssfety and special
fieids, ANOTHER good reason fFor mors
seli-monivoring of our frequency bands..
He wrulid place emphasis on Harmonic
Elimination, powsr abservance, off-
freguancy, anc identification require~
ments (among 12 items llsted) ARRAL
00's please nateg :

F.E, Handy, W1BDI .
Commupications Manager

E L &2 83

WAk TSR R

T0 TRRIN A NDUIEE IN THE WAY HE SHOULD
ORPERATE, DO IT THAT WAY YOURSELF
DESASIDMRLLY!—-ThE Bisan
*******************i******************
-1 would liks to apoligize to all who
did not raceive the January issue.
What- happened I do not know. I de
krow that Frankie- mailed them on
December 21, 1859 at the Ivyland, P.O.
The Pestmictress was anory because
she had to handle them, and sne said,
"ou want me to do all the work, but
I didn't got the postage money.”®

fow, come to think of i%, Frankis

-5



Lousht the stamps there an the 17th of
Leocembore It takes me one full day

to sddress them and put them in packs
nf zone, oity and state so as to save
the Post Qifice the time. UWhy should
she complain? That is hser job and

she ig being paid for it.

It just sesms funny thet the reports
of not reseiving it came Trom outbsids
of Fhiladelphia,
EHEAFEENERLERREXEEREXEL XN ERERRK KA ERRNE
ROTIZE
s you saw when you opened this issue,
it is a BIG DOMNE, so I will dispense
with "MOTHER RAT SQUEALSY column, but
T will give you the roport ofr how our
111 members are doing.

W3mJF , Dave, his XYL and Jr. Op are
coming a2leng fine.

K3CIV, Ralph, after twouweeks In Tumplo
Hospital is now in Florida tekipg it
easy. GShould anyone care to drop him
a ling here is his address;

K3CIV, Ralph Hersh

/o Faul Hersh

14710 5,4, 47th Terrace
fFort Lauderdale, Fla.

W3DIR, John, and his XYL have returns
g¢ From the hospital and ars faeling
pretty good,

bout with pneumonia
and back te work.

W3DRC, Tam, had &
but is now better

W3F0Z, Charlie is coming elong slow
but surs, Hepe those muscles get
straightensed out real soan, Chas,

Ev , the XYL of W3I8H, Charlie, is
doing fine now and is back to work.
If you have bsen wondering why you
bave not heard Charlis on the air, he
iz busy painting the insids of the
house,
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LADIES NITE IS5 CONING
KEEP YOUR EARS ON THE NETS AND YOUR
EYES GLUED Ti CHEESE BITS FOR THE

DATE SOMETIME IN APRIL.
SAME PLACE AS LAST YEARR, SOUTHWARK &C
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REPORT FROM GENEUA
g, KEEP, (LR FREQUENGIES ! ! !

s most amatpurs know, during the past
four months delegatgs from more than

Bil nations have buen mecting in Geneva,
Buitzeriand, for an Administrative
Hadio Sonferonce of the International
Telecommunicetions Union, The pur-
pose of the conference is to examine
and revisc thg worldis radioccommuni-
cation regulations, last established

at Atlantiec City (1947), in the light
of new developments and requirements

in the intervening twelve years. . The
complexity of the task can perhaps he
illustrated by pointing our that in

tha Unitsd States, dor exampls, groups
of government and industry communlcas-
tions experts commenced praparatory
work more than three yesrs ago, and

that 30 government delegates plus up
tz 50 industry consultants and ed-
visors have bzen attending the cone
forence in Geneva to represent our
country and to negotiate an outcome
sztisfactory to tho needs of our
various radio scrvices. For thes fsouw
amatours who may not realize it, let
me point out oneo again that your
Laague, &8s the representative of the
ameteur redic ssrvice, has geriicipae
ted in every relevant aspect of the
domestic preparatory work and in tha
entirsconfurence proceedings, with
four other lepagues officials presant
at various times inGencva in addition
to my own full-time atiendance,

As I write, the conference is drawing
tc a close. ALl matters of substance
have naow been decided, Dozens of
atudy groups and special "“working
partics" gssigned specific tasks
have, during the past month, completed
their complex jobs end roported to
subcammitteos, which in turn have
reportad to poront committees. Cone
tinuing this process,the main com=
mittezs hove finally resched agree-
ment on their particular portions of
the huge volume of reguiations and
final decisions have now been made by
the Plenary sessions.

Thus for the first tims it is now

pussible to stats, with certasinty,
the: outcome of this confsronce as
far as tho smatour radio ssrvice is

‘eoncérnedy RS- the tulmination. of -

three years' formal preparatory wark
and four montst' intensive perticipa-
tion by tho Luzgue in the conferencs
itself, it is with considerable
gratification that we can report to
amatpurs that the Geneva 1859, radio
regulstions will continue provisions
for every freguency assignment now
availzble in Canads and the United
States,

A subseguent issue of G5T will carry
the completo and detailed story. It
will outline the numcrous proposals
of some othor countries for ma2jor
cuts in amateur freguency bhands, and
describe how these proposals were
wvontualliydefouted ~ at least as con-
cerng their direct effect in our own
portions of the world. It will, re-
grettable, have to roport a few in-
stances of reduction of amateur prie
vileges in certein other parts of the
globe, although in my opinion the
amatsur -body in general made out quite
well internationally, considering

the obsteacles it had to facc., It will
2lso report on the brilliant and ob-
vipusly offective Manner in which ouwr
United States delegation, as 2 closg-
1y knit tgam of copable experis, car-
ried its assignod task to @ succosse=
ful conclusion,

Decocember 10, 1958 A.L. Budlong

Genoral Manager ARRL
' age BU4A

Read "Strays" on pags 65 for changes
made 1n Russian Amatoyr Bands

From Janusry G5T

&=



- ETHEREAL AVOCATION
from 0, DECEMBER 1858
Submitted by Doc, W3IHT
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hiten & hurricane roared into the north-
ezgtoern United States Tour years &gdo,
riznipg out bridges and toppling tele-
onone end power lings, the only means
ot communicetion for & time were a

Loup of the country's most profession-
a1l amatgurs;  Yham® radio oparators,.®

[im]

i

During the flnods in the noriheast in
1836, the Ohio valley Flood of 1537,
in Califeornia the following ysar, the
1947 Tewas City explosion, radio am@e
teurs were the only link betwsan
stricken comnunities and the outside
world,

Amateurs were first to demonsirate

the practicsbility of short wave radio

by bridging the Atlantic in 182); they

developed the noise-suppression devices
now standard on hetter radio; freguen-

cy modulstion (FM) was in vented by an

amateur turned gprofessor.

e . s e e e

from the cockney pronmounciation of
"Hamateur, "

HAM HISTORY,., News in 1901 that the
young Italian Guglielmo Marconi bad

transmitted the letter "S* from Corpe

wall to Mewfoundland {2107 milos) '
sent thousands of amateurs electri-
cians rummaging Tor ways to duplicate
the astonishing feat, Transmitters
ware then cumbersome and noisy, spark
coils were opsrated by a8 mechanical
interruptor and battery current. -

In the years before World War I the
air became a mad jumbles of dots and
dashes as operators jammed one an-
other in frantic contest For the un-
controiled ether, MaTine cperators
often kopt battle zppointments at
docks to settle arguments that began
with jamming incidents during a voy-
aga.

Anyone who could build er buy the
required eguipment could put up a
station, transmit whenever and what-
gver he wished., Call-lstters werg
self-assigned, nenerally the initials
of the staticn ownsr.

This badlam was gradually reduced,
beginning with fedaral Jegistration
inlB17 that limited hems to 1000 watts
of oowar,confined them to the 200 meter
wave length, then considered worthless
for commgrcial purpnses. Also all
stations and operators had to be -
licensed.

The Ameteur Redio Relay Lezague was
formed. in 1915 to promote amateul ine
terests, organize them to relay mess-
ages over distances impossible for a

single station to span, Twp yoars
lgter the first coast-to-comst relay
took place, demanstrating the valus of

amateurs as a stand-by communications
natuark.

Commercial broadeasting started witn
a few emateurs who played phonogoapn
records opver their teansmitters; tho
firet broadcast stetion in tha United
States (KOKL, Pittghurgh} ocoenac in
1921 hy the Wsstinghouse Company,

was ths former amatour station 8KK,
gwned by Frank Conrad, 8 Westinghause
enginesr.

in 1827 tho federal Radic Aot estab-
lished & commission t2 classify ste-
tions. aliut Fregusnoies and pelics
the air wsves, Fho sams yvaar tha
Internctional Radio Toelegraphic Son-
feronos convencd ip Weshington, pro-
duced an intazrnstienal agreement re-
sprving specific portions of the
radio spuctrum for amateurs,

HAM FACTS., At present the United
States has about 200,000 radic ama-
teurs, of whom about 2000 ar physi-
cians; some 5000 are women, the rest
of she world has about 60,000 amatsurs,
flgw amateurs arg licenswed at the rate
of about 1008 per month in the dnited
Btatas,

To get on the air a ham nezds two
licenses; one for himself, another
for his station. The simplest type
of amateur licanse is the Novice
Cless mstablished in 1851, Reguired
is the ability to send and receive ,
Five wards per minuts in Internation=
al Morse Gods, plus an slemchntary
knowledge of radio rogulations and
theory, The licenss admits the
amateur to tho less desirable low
frequency amateur bands not suitable
for great distances and limits his
gstztion to 75 watts,

hi

LIS,

A standard amateur license reguires
the abiiity to send and receive 13
words per minute and a more compres-
hensive knowledgs of radio,.

Call letters for individual stations
arg 2ggigned by the Federal Communi-
cstions Commission at the time the
operateTfs Licensg is issued.  First
lottor of thpoall indicates the
nationality of the stgtion; in the
Unitce States:  Fulvr, ®"WA", or "K".*

Fallowing the first letter is a

numgral  Ldeniifying tne Federal
Communications district in which the
station is located.

*Stations operated by novices are
designated "WAN", "wWy*, or "KN®,

itk

The Federal Communications Commission
maintains a number of monitoring sta-
tions to watch amateurs; it frowns

on off-froguency operations, ex-
cussively wide signals, improper
language, interfuersnce; licenses of
parsistent violators ars revoked.

Most hams nowadays buy Factory-built
recelvers which can he capable of
tuning in on ths whole radio spectrum;
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ETHEREAL AVOCATION (Cont'd)

the cost may range from about $50 to
more that $4600,

Most ameteur transmitters are home=-
made, often put together from readye
to-zsgemble kits supplied by radic
menufastoursersy Prices range from
around $50 for a do-it-yourself kit
to %2000 or so for a complete, high-
powered oputfit similar to that used
Dy commercial brosdgasting stations.

5inge power alone counts for little
on short waves, the avorage amateur
transmitter uses about 200 wattis.
Round-the-world contacts on five to
ten watts (far less then the average
light bulb} sre fairly commean* whilaz
one Toxas amateur contacted five of
the six continents with a transmitter
having power of one~tonth of a watt.,*

Thers ars no restrictions on topics
that amateurs way discuss in the United
Statecs, except for obscens or profane
ianguage, Amateurs in some other
cauntries face more strirgent regula-
tions, often arg limited to discussipn
of matiers directly related to radio.

*Roughly eguivalsnt to the amount of
electricity generated in combing the
hair.
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All countries prohipbit broadoasting

information for the general public)

American amateutrs are alao Furbldden
to transmit music,

By common consent amateur canversatiuns
ustizlly steer cleasr of controversial
topics; most often center around the
hubby which brings them together, A
notable exception: a San Francisco
amateur in 1928 leciured a fellow ham
in Pomona on the virtues of presiden-
tial candidate Aifred £. Smith, later
learned that he had begn talking to
Herbert Hoover, Jr.

Many amz2teurs specialize in *handling
traffic," i,8., transritding or re-
laying messages free of charge for the
general pullic, fthers are celled DX
hounds, constantly fiddiing with knobs
and dirsctional antenrmss in ssarch of
tha alusive; ssldomehoard amateur on
the opposite side of the globe. 5Still
others are content to sit for hours
cnatting with persons they have never
seen.

But both code arnd voice messages are
liberally sprinkled with three-letter
symhols for commonly used words and
phrases making up the international
L-Code, much of it a legacy of the
days when all radic transmission was
in code. CExamples: QTH mzans "whers
arag you locasted?® ORT is '"Shall 1
stop sending?" or "] must stop sending,t
dRX means "When will you call again?®

American operators have edded a2 number
o7 symbols of their pwn: any malb
operator is an "OM" (old man), a "yL"

is @ young lady operator (ragardlass

S -

of age],becomes ap "XYL" after marri-
age. The numerals "73" mean "bhest
regards,® while "88" translates ®love
and kissasi®

Common practice among amateurs is to
panfirm radio contact by exchanging
"{5L" pards by mailj cards carry
gtaticn call lsitsrs, information on
transmitter and receivar employed,
condition of reception, other data,
often bear brightly coclered illiustra-
tions. Hugh coliecticns of "QASLM
cards tacked on the walls around thae
ham's "rig"* are his hallmark,

Long recognized by physicians is that
amatour radic is particularly valuable
in rehabilitation work; veterans!
hospitals have used it as a2 therapeu-
tie adjunct for meny ysars; for many
tgspecially the biind) it is one of
the few avenues of econtact with the
putside world,

MEDICAL HAMS. Among the 2000 or so
physician-amateurs in the United
States, psyshistrist J. Lewrence Evans
{W2BBK) likes his hobby because it
can be indulged in at any tims, re-
gardless of weather. Physician James
R. Savenich (K93RN} fecls that ama-
teur radios provides an opportunity

to meet psople in all walks .of lifa,

An amateour station set up at the re-~
cent American Medical Association
mecting in Atlantic City by Or. C. L.
Semuslson (K2Z5(D) attracted the 150
physician-amatours attending; it hane
dled-hundreds - of messagus and contacs
ted 26 status. o

Sidelines for hams are amateur tele-—
vision and radio isletype. Thus far
there are no commercislly built ama-
tour television sets corrcésponding
to the amatour communication receliver;
only cne or two amateur television
transmitters have been put in operae-
tion. Amateur radio telotype, less
suitatls for the rapid exchangse of
informetion, comments, grectings,
apparcntly attracis only the Invet-
prate radio experimsnter.

Long biofors the first sarth sateliites
were lzunched radic amateurs had sx-
tendec their hobby into outer space,
bouncing radic signals off the mepon
and back. Americon satellite pro-
Jjects often enlist ameteurs around
the globa to assist in tracking
operations; many amateurs have ree-
ported the signals from various
Soviet satcllites,

SUMMING UP, Ones considersd some-
what crazy, radio amateurs are today
a sober community.,

K XEHHR * XXX K *HKKX

(Egitor's note) I found the pro-
ceding articls highly interesting and
very informative, 1 did, howevor,

find one mistake in it mhich I am
sure was not intentional. He referred
to the ARRL as the Amateur Radio Relay
League.instead of Amsrican,



SWEEPSTAKES MIGHLIGHTS

. CoTgratulations, out of 75 members 70
were in there pitching.

K3BGT, K3CIV and W3CXU were in there
doing their part sven though they were
sick.

Poor Glalt, W3KLL,was all set tc get in
there and give it all he had., He is

a troublis shooter For a bettery compe=
any. He had his rig =11 checked out
and even borrowed a YFQO so that he
would not be rock-bound. Yep~ you
guessed it, Friday January 8th, the
company sent him 0 Florida on a job,

Sorry Walt, better luck next year,

All whp were on know what happengd to
Frenkie. He wes using the rigs befors
the contest and five minutes befora
the time his six meter transmitter
Blew up, Later the sendwreceive
switch fraze and he couldn't turn the
two meter transmittsr off., Tharnks to
w303, Ray, whom we hadn't seen for
five years, Frankis was eble %o get
back on, Ray loansd him his Halli-
crafters SR 34AC. While leaving Ray's
TH there was 3 step in the cellsr
entrance that Frankic did not see, and
down he went, rig and.2il, Ho ceme
home with all the knuckles cn his
right hand blecding, the right knee
out of his troussrs, and the knoe
bleeding, When he made that state=-
ment, "We're out for blood", in the
article from the Germantcwn Courier,
little did he realize that the hlpod
wauld be his cwn,

We would like to pay a specisl tri-
bute to our nsu members for the fins
Jjob that they did.

Our total scors is 000,000, Ha-ha,
We can't fell you what it is, bocause
gt this writing, Jan. 1%, we do not
have agll the scores, but we can tall
you that it is much better than last
yoar,

As a2 member of the tstelization com-

mittom, I would liks to make =2 revuest
crothad r Bunaife FRcE

1 the repord inoilie your tods, -

of eperation, ena the iino-up of yurr

Tig ond sAve us the trouble of zalling
Yo on the phone for the lipe-up. IF
vou dontt know what this cummlttee
doaes ‘1111 explain it.

Each mamber gets sg-many score shests
to check, We take a ruler and go
down each sheet to mzke sure that it
is gorrect. If whon we come to the
bottom we find that the total hours
are not filled in, we must go aver it
g second time to see how much time
you wers not on and subtract from the
tatai hours of the contest, Remember,
when you make up the score sheet you
only have one; while we have anywhers
fram 50 to 70 and that is 2 lot of
extra work, Ynu have @ couple of
weeks to do it while we only have ong
night.

mnq- .

P 1t EXTRA SPECIAL NOTICE ' 1 f !
Be on the look-out for;
ONAN 3.5 Ku. L PHASE 63 CYCLE
GENERATOR
STOLEN LATE IN OCTDSER FROM A
PHILHDELPHIH C.D. HEADQUARTERS
PALNTED GRAY

NAPE AND SERIAL NO. MAY HAVE
SEEN REMOVED

If logated contact ths Philadelphia
Police, LO. 7-5100, or pPhiladeiphia

£. D, Headguartors,
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DVCARC MEETING JAN, 1btth

At tha mesting held on Thursday, Jan,

itth the By-laws were presented to
cach ciub present.

Eicction of Officers were held: and
the following were eslected;

Chairman; Harold Cerr, W3JIFI {BCARC)

Vice-chairman; Juhn Harris W3AYG, (MT.
Riry)

Rat, Sec.; Ken Horrisaon, W3CPT{DELLDD)

Cor. 5ect.; Lloyd Shprmun wicoy

& Treas, (PHILND{\F)
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The Council will participate in the
Boy Scout-Jomboree to be held July
22, 23 and 24, 1980 at Bulmont Plateails
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The next mecting will be heid on Thurs.
April 1&, 1960 at Germantown Town
Hall, Haines Street and Germantown
IQUEH"]UD’ at B:UU P&Ma
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HIGHLIGHTS B. of D. MEETING

Due to attending school W3IXL, Ellis,

tendered his resigrnation as a diroctor

which was aceepted, W3CL, Herry, then

appeinted W3358, Jobn, to serve out
his unuyplired term,

ate was set for Ladies
Mite, Ppril Z0th. Awalting confirmae
tion of the Boushwark A, O,
**%****{*****A++**a%%%x***%*****}*****

A tenativeo

The Bucks Lounty Amatsur Racdio Club

is halding its annual banguet on the
9th of April at the Fiesta Resturant,
naar Cormuells. Tickets $.07 sach
Anyone interested, contact K3IDK,
Fentun Glazier; 8 Spring Velley Road,
Lovittown, Pa,
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A LCHANCE T0 WORK GREEWLAND 7

K30VEB, Bill Beal, President of the
Bucks County Amateur Radio Club will
be in Thule, Greeniand after the 21set
of January. Purhaps we may haove a
ground wave or Aurorz cpening and be
able to work him, He will be there
-apout & yuar, He is going thora for
RCA as Engincsring Contral Coordina-
tor on BMEWS.




SWAP AND SHOP

By Ray, W3ZRR
S-53 A Receiver, used cne
month, perfect condition,
A $90 regeiver asking $40,

Cantact; K3IPM, Stanley Smith
6344 [ 8th Street,
Phila., 26, Pa,
Li. 9-4044
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For Sale

P KK

tionel train set 027 complete
set from soup to nuts,. List
includes over 350 items,
Perfect Condition. Any
reascnable offer,

For 5ale

WRL 6 metar convertsr pere-
fect conditian.

International Xtal Converter
2 motors,

AR 59 Xtal mike 5iim Jim

Sterso Hi~Fi portable with
2 speakers. New $25,

Laoking for @ good 2 meter converter,
UFD 2 & 6 or separate,
WRl. speecch booster,

Comtact; K3DXC, Mel Spiegcl
5638 §, 19th Street,
Fhila., 41, Pa,
Hae 4-6166
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For Sale 5CR 522 and ARG 1 any roason<
anle offer. a

Contact; W3DVD, Lou Tonik
1204 passmore Street,
- phila,, 11, pa,

XK A *kH AR L= 2.2

For Sale Bensot 2 6 volts $160.00

Contact; wW3Dd, Rey Glemser:
Wa, 44018

R T Y T L T
SMEL A RHAT JUST MADE THE DEADLINE

CONTEST COMENTS
By Smel A, Rhat

Well another contest has come and gone
and the days missed from.work Munday
reached staggering proportions, In-
dustry around the areas suffered con-
siderably and no doubt caused the
stock market to sag to some extaent,

As expected Frankie led the list - I
understand that he was practically a
hospital casoc by the timg Monday rolled
around. He is the only guy that endsd
up physically cut and bruised from the
shindig.

Bo that 2s it may we are indebted to
the 4.0. for declaring a moritorium
during the contest - otheruise dozens
of those distasteful little post cerds
wguld now he in the hands of deserving
operators. Thore was the usuel number
of good opsratars, with good cguipe
ment and then there were the boys,

who at 1 p.M, Saturday afternoon, dug
up their last year's 6 an 2 equipment ,

"hurriedly dusted it off and with great

trepidation pushed the button - 1
havon't heard from some of thom yet !
I for one am glad that they get on,
bagause it meant more points for the
gang - but you can bot your -hat that
you won't hear most of them till cone-
tost time next yoar!

Soms of the operating testics. obscrved
around the bands desesrve spocial
comments (sulphurcus). Thero wes ons
of the gang, and sad to relate, he was
a pack Rat, - ho would zoro bezt a
guy's froquency calling C4-got his
contact and thean QRZ tho froguency, or
gven worse start calling CQR, never
giving the ather follow o change to
fully cxploit his CO, and forcing the
first user of tho froguency to OSY.

It should be 2 recognized rule that
the first opuretor calling CQ on a
given frequency should be sllowed to
waork all tho sataticns that he has
lingd up with his CH. Yoo bavao to
assume that semeonc clsc is going to
answor his CO bosidos yoursclif.

Of course thore are times when somoono
calls the sccond station using the
frogucney and it is difficult te avoid
gaing baeck, but is nat very hard to
Q8Y g few KC cspecially on six and
still got thc contact.

Tho ghano boys surc gave the Ci lads a
hard timsz at the low end of tho bands.
It is easy to soo where the 100 KC Cl
segment a2t the low opd would be very .
helpful, Let's fage it feilow, the
boys that use CU end up with the most
multipliers, but they are awfully hard
tao work through phone §RM or with the
Cl packed in the first 10-20 KC or so.
The phone boys sure are hungry for
contacts - I hzard one phonge operator
go back to a CU OO an freguency and
some hearty soul teold him off!

All in all it wss a good contest - o
you that don't like contests - 1 say
¥Sour grepes" besideos . I never hear
you on very much anyway. - To you who
ars complaining about the QRM, the
other guy's powsr, over modulation,
and operating tactics and using these
excuses for your low score - I say you
have missed the poirt - examine your
own equipment and operating methods,—~
To you who have compared your cperating
protedurs, transmitter, receiver snd
antanna with that of some of the high
scorers aon the bands snd havi noted
the improvemcnts that you have to make
for next yedr - I say that you hava
learned the hard way, but learned!
Let us hope that you can get &l the
improvements finished by next contest
time. '

73,

Smel

**%***********************%***********

The next mesting of the club will e
held on Wednesday svening February 17
at The West Dak Lones Jowish Community
Center at B8:30 P.M. See you there?

- G-



