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THE FREZ SEZ

Commitment is one of the words that describes one of the reasons we have been so

successful in the January VHF Sweepstakes. This January we have another chance to demonstrate

“_-his committment - our dedication to club activity and one way of showing that we are willing
to do what we set our sights on, I hope you find time to demonstrate your dedication by
putting out your best effort, It's something only you can evaluate, but each bit of effort
adds up and the final score represents all of us as a group. We really do wish our club
competition good luck and feel that the January contest really can bind a group of guys
together — it's a lot of funm and différent than everyone doing his own thing.

The November club meeting was the first chance we've taken to have an open discussion
among everyone about VHF contesting and the ARRL's Ad-Hoc Committee on them. A lot of interest
ing discussion came about but it's only a start. I'd like to invire anyone with thoughts on
contesting te write them down and submit their ideas to the editor of Cheese Bits for a fairly
quick distribution to the readers. What is publighed will be up to the editor, but I'd like
to see any new ideas you may have or even some old ones that you think may have been
forgotten. :

73 and Happy Holidays, Harry, W3IIT

& % &

CLUB_THOUGHTS ON VHF CONTESTING
By W3HQT

The program at the November general membership was a forum to try to get inputs from
the membership to feed to the Ad Hoc Committee on VHF Contesting, through our man on the
Committee, Jim, N3AHT. 1) What are the objectives of VHF Contests, and 2) How are these
objectives met. I expected answers to the first question to be quite easy to list, and
the second te be an incredible can of worms. Such proved to be the case, and it became

vident quite early that there was no"club consensus”. There were many different and
y%onflicting ideas on how to get there from here,
' (CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 )

~1-



Pack Rats CHEESE BITS is a publication of  OFFICERS: 1981-1982

THE MT. AIRY VHF RADIG CLUB, INC. PRESIDENT:
Philadelphia, Pa. and is published monthly. = VL1CE-PRES:
. - Lo - COR. SECY:

SUBSCRIPTION RATE - 52,50 PER YEAR . REC. SECY:
S ] . : TREASURER :
We operate on an exchange basis with other - DIRECTORS:

publications. Anything that is printed in
CHEESE BITS may be reprinted, unless other-
wise stated, prov1ded that proper credit

W3ZD, DAVE IMMERMAN

W3LIT, HARRY BROWN
K3KTY, JOHN TATE. *

K3IGX, DICK BOYLE
K3GAS, DOC. CUTLER

WA3JUF, DAVE MASCARO (2yrs)
WASNUF, PHIL MIQUELEZ (2yrs)
WA2DPU, BILL SMITH (lyr)

is given. K3NHX, JOE GARDOCKI (1yr)
SWAP SHOP ITEMS — NO CHARGE _— i
DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES IS THE GENERAL plarevadiaiiet
MEMBERSHIP MEETING: THE, THIRD THURSDAY - (215} 822-0808
OF THE MONTH |
EDITOR: _ - MicraEL McMackin
WACL, HARRY B. STEIN _ ' ' | REGISTERED PLUMBING & HFATING

2087 Parkdale Avenue
Glenside, Pa. 19038

S6 HELLRERG AVE,

- BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS * ELECTRIC TRAIN CLEANING

2408 PARKSIDE AVE.

215-887-5052 : CHALFONT, PA. 18914 HATRGRO, PA. § 9040
PUBLISHER/SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER: L A T VR i Bt

K3GAS, DOC CUTLER ’ : 1-8302-478-2757

7815 New Second Street _

- Blkins Park, Pa. 19117 _ _

215-635-1078 - . - . o S AMATEUR
PRINTER: | ADVANCED

WASFOF, RALPH ALEXANDER _

ASROR, TALPH WX | COMMUNICATIONS

R _ 8208 CONCORD PIKE (RT 202)

WA3TEM, MARSHA LISSAUER ' — d
TRUSTEE OF CLUB CALLS (W3CCX-WR3ACD) : A Pznn:gluc\mo In:t:tute

WA3AXV, RONALD WHITSEL =

e rha PIT of Technologg
AWARDS CHAIRMAN : PAUL D. MERCADO

W2ETF¥, JOSEPH KILGORE Chairperson, Drafting Desigs Department

609-783-9478

(215) 3527100 414 SANSOM STREET
CLUB HISTORIAN: (215) 528-6998 UPPER DARBY, PA. 16082
" W3CL, HARRY B, STEIN -

MONDAY EIGHT NETS _ NET CONTROL . i
7:30 PM - 50.125 MHZ W3CL-W3HQT THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE - (BT i
§:00 PM - 144.150 MHZ W2ETF : -4
8:30 PM - 222,98/224.58  K3GAS :
.00 PM - 432.1 MHZ - K3IUV-WA2DPU JESSE BIEBERMAN, W3KT ﬁ
9:30 PM - 12%6.,025 MHZ W3CXU " Director, Atlantic Division 4
PACK RAT REPEATER 222.98/224.58 MHZ N

LOCATED IN CHURCERVILLE, PA, AD 1 BOX 86

VALLEY HILL ROAD
MALVERN, PA. 133565

{215) B27-7426




CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS
Sylliabus by Lee, R3MEM

“ DECEMBER |
3 CONTEST COMMITTEE AND TEAM CAPTATNS MEET AT Qfﬁ, WA3YUE, 8:00 P.M.
5 Repeal of Prchibiﬁion - Zlst Amendment, 1933
5-6 - ARRL ~ 160 meter Contest - for rules, see November QST
7 Peal Harbor Day, 1941
10 Beard of Directors Meeting - QTH, K3GAS, Doc Cutlisr, 7815 Neﬁ Second Street,

Elkins Park, Pa. 1f lost, 635-1078, Directors and those interested in inputing
the <lubs affairs are most welcome to attend.

12«13  ARRL - 10 meter Centest. See November QST for rules.
12-13 Snowbird Spacial ~ Browérd Hamfegt - Ft. Lauderdale National Armory, Florida.
17 General Club Meeting - CLOSED TO ALL BUT CLUB MEMBERS! Final preparations for

the Contest. Obtain your package. The Marioc Raffle, Frankie's Silent Auction,
Refreshments .

2zl CHANUKAH
23 . Shqrtest Day of the Year - Okay,.you astronomy buffs — What's going ont
25 MﬁRRY CHRISTMAS . | |
31 HAPEY NEW YEAR:!!!
Midnite '

E I T
JANUARY 16 -17, 1987 THE CONTEST: - CHAIRMAN BILL SMITH, WAZDPU SEZ "ONE POINT FIVE WILL
KEEP US ALIVE"

T & #

AKRRL BULLETIN NR 139 FROM ARRL HEADQUARIERS NEWINGTON CT WOVEMBER 13, 1981 TO ALL RADIC
AMATEURS BT: At an open meeting of the Federal Communications Comm1551on on Thursday, Nov.
12, the Commissicners decided to terminate PR Docket 80 729, the so called Plain Language
Rewrite of the Amateur Rules, w1Lh_no action. The familiax Paxt 97 remains in force AR,

X # %

VISITORS NOVEMBER 19, 1981 MEETING VOTED TO MEMBERSHIP
KAZNYF, Janet Cormaney, Deptford, N.J,
WAZMGV, Gene Bond, Moorestown, N.J., WAZOMY/3 - Banjamin G. Hitchner,
WB2UVB/WA7UJW, Gene Bond, Jr., Moorestown, N.J. o _ Jr., {Gary)
WB3EFO, Ed Lee, Hurtingdon Valley, Pa. ' i 39 W, Mr. Kirk Ave.
W3AJ3, Ed Keener, Oreland, Pa. _ ' Norristown, Pa. 18403
WA2OMY/3, Gary Hitchner, Eag;eville, Pa. _ 215-539-6409

X & &

. Some of these new cags boast of such fantastic mlleage that they 1ist the gas tank
as an optioite...

You probably wouldn't worry about what people think of you if you could know how
seldom they do...-
The trouble with busketr seszts is that everyone does not have the same size bucket.
-3
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NEW PRODUCTS OF INTEREST TO HAMS
SR By Lyn, W3NSI

v

1. 10 _CHZ CUNNPLEXER TRANSCEIVERY: Advanced Receiver Research, a company known up to this
vime for their very fine VHE/UHF preamps and converters, now has a 10,235-10,295 Mhz Trans-
zeiver on the market. The unit is cofiplete and ready to use on FM voice or (W, with 10 oW
of output. The gunplexer can be removed from the case and mounted at the antenna when used
in a fixed station. TFor portable usey .the gunplexer would normally remain internal, making
the TR 10GA a one piece station for this frequency. Operation is on 13 VDC at 1/4 amp.

Price w gunplexer - $390 (w/o gun. $270) Box 1242, Burlington, CT. 06013

Z. 220 MHZ PA: KLM is now selllng Ehe MA 25 BCL for 220 Mhz. This unit has a built in
receivar preamp, and am output of 25 watts {all mode). Designed to be used with a 220 Mhz
BT, input power can be as low at .l watt qr as high as 4 watts. Very compact for under dash
use. Price $130, 17025 Laurel Road, Mbrgan Hill, Cal. 95037

3. PORTAPEATER - INSTANT REPEATER”ﬁﬁTT: 'The MLOOA Portapeater can be used with two
transceivers or receiver and trans. sgts, without any modifications to the T/R units, to
create a full function repeater. Iin”ﬁse; audio is taken from the speaker jack of one radio
aud fed to the mic:. jack of another r;.ransce:.verc Any band or mode, with or without squelch
mzy be used., Four selectable message memories are available. Memories are factory programmed
to user specificaticons. Price $179. (kit unit available as wired PC board $99),

¥W-5 Engineering, P.0. Box 58, Piné H¥I1l, N.J. 08021

* K 0*®

VEF/URF REPORT
By Joe, W2EIF

Pt IR S
“he 50 Mhz band has again demonitrated that events can occur which are unexpected. The

i@ has been open almost daily sjsice mid October to some part of the globe 2500-8000 miles .
o the East Coast.: Stations in Enéland and Europe can be worked crossband (6 to 10) in the
worning hours and at the same time sofe stations can be worked direct such as TF35G, Iceland
PAFXMA - Holland, F6ZW - France, The band may swing to the South and one may work EL2AV -
Liberia, ZS3E - South Africa or C;& =, Gapbia. The band may then swing to the Caribbean or
Szuth America with LUSAEA - Argentinh,v‘” HK's - Columbia or HC's - Ecquador. The band may
monrinue to the West with prizes: such, a5 AHBA - U.S. Samoca or T32AB - Christmas Islands.
Hawsil, the West Coast up to and 1ﬁc&u&ing Alaska have been heard and worked. The current six
morer antivity is F2 and was not ‘eXpedted at this time past the current Sun Spot cycle peak.
Ty is not expected to continue much longer and maybe gone by the lst week of December.

Two meters continues to supply contacts nitely, in and around 144.2, There seem to be.
W Birivals from time to time - probably escapees from the FM channels.

220 on Tuesday nite furn13he§ contacts from WNY (K8ZES/2) VA, and New England.

It has been suggested that thé Paékrats run g 220 net at the low end. It would be nice
put time slot and operators selection make it difficult.

£ k&
AMATEUR RADIQ FELLOWSHIP MEETING
fapt. Alfred M. Heston of the'Phila., Group 10 Civil Air Patrol (CAP) at North Phila,

airpert will present a film and answer questions on the mission of CAP at & meeting of the
Grearer Northeast Philadelphia Amateidr Radio Fellowship on Monday, December 28th at 7:00 PM
&t the Northeast Regional Library, Cottman Avenue and Oakland St. (Opposite Gimbels).
dimission is free and there is ample- froe: parking opposite the Librarv. For further informa-
cion, call either Al, W3AYJ, 725 2869 Joe, K3RFL, 698-8051; Dan, K3HES, 338-7946,.

.,“\ .

PRl B w ok &

Thenks to Bob Atkins, KA1GT for the FB MIDATLANTIC STATES (Pack~Rat) CONFERENCE report
in " THE NEW FRONTIER " column in *the" Pecember issue of QST. .
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The 1981 144 Mg; EME Dxpediticon to Rhode Island
By Joe Reisert, W1JR

Lots of planning and carly survey trips really paid big dividends for cur 1981 144 Mz

. FME (Earth Moon Earth! 0Xpedition to Rhede Island. During two nights, the WIJR team netted

3 two-way ew EME GS8G's in-less than 23 hours of operation. At least 4 stations who were
Q50'd (W5SLUU, K5UGM, N7NW and WABLPR /KLY) completed "WAS" and gseveral others moved to their
49th srate, Only one staticn scheduled was not worked and this was due to uncooperative
faraday rotation.

We chose this particular weekend because the moon was at perigee with high declination
and available mostly during the nightime, In addition we wanted to beat the onset of cold
and unpredictable weather. We were blessed with good weather right between two stormy days.
Ope big unknown was the solar flux. The week preceeding the trip saw record high solar flux
and auroral conditions, a real negative for successful EME operation. Fortunately we were
only partially affected by these conditions although they were evident in larer schedules.
We ‘also chose split frequency operation with preassigned frequencies which saved the day
since at times three locals were operating near our frequency and we had the usual jokers
whe kept trying to spoof usi

The antenna system was completely assembled, tested and debugged on-site the weekend
tefore the trip. The array consisted of 8 home brew (WLJR designed) 8 element yagis each 12
feet long using 10 foot stacking. Gain was estimated to be 21 to 22 dBi. The wmain boom was
30 feet long and mounted only 12 feet off the ground on a Lunar Electronics freestanding
tower. Azimuth was controlled by a Ham-M rotator and elevation was set with a boat winch
with a compass type indicator. We boresited the antenna the previous weekend by observing
the sun st loczl meridian crossing. This turned out to be a big asset since we did not
have a visible moon. at the beginning of operations.

The receiver consisted of a Dexel D-2501 GaAs Fet preamplifier mounted at the antenna
feed with a home brew U310 and DBM type converter located in the shack (which was a chicken
voop over 50 years old with a 6 foot ceilingi). Two Kenwood TS-830's was used as the IF
gt 28 MHz and the built-in noise blanker really helped reject local noise st the lower

_ilevation angles. In additiom, this allowed two operators to tune independently around the
band snd spot calling stations. A home brew solid state up-converter from 50 MHz provided
the drive te 2 commercial KW amplifier which generated 650 to 700 watts of RF output in the
shack.

Stations were worked in order as follows: WABONQ, WBATEM, WDEFOY, WA9KRT, KIWHS,
WiHAH, WSLUU, WAWD/7, WAQLPK/KL7, N7NW, KI7D, N7CSF, WALJXN/7, K5UGM, WB6ESQ, WBSERD, K9XY,
W@RI', KESC, WD4TIS, W5HM, W7FU, W/CI, WBYDTI and WA7BBM.

This Lrip would not have been so successful without the help of many individuals. These
incloded {but ave nct limited te): Mrs. Ramsden in Warren, Rhode Island who not only
provided the operating site but provided much hospitality, facilities, a telephone and many
kilowatt houre of power...The operations and equipment team: KIKEC, W1JR, KIMNS, WiRF and
WIUHE. ..Extra help in setup and breakdown: ADIC, WiFJH and son...HF iiason: ADIC and KIICM...
znd K4PKY, our schedule coordinator extraordinaire, who spent many houvs on the telephone
trying te match up all the various stations and their window problems with schedule times
etc. Thank you one and all.

£ k. %

A NOTE FROM FARL, K3EG/6

Well, here 1 am, sitting in my radio room in Glendale, CA. A lot has happened in the
past vear., Am living on the third floer (in a neighborhocd of one-story homes!) of an apart-—
ment building with & iiteral landlord, NO TVI, and a stairway to a fliat reof with several veunt
pipes! 1 guess this is what success 1s for a VHFer.

Second, there's VHFing. Now, if I just had some VHFing to talk about! A year ago, I head
200 (50s on 2 meters, with 7 or so sections. Now, with s better set-up, I get 80 in 6 sections
{although WA7JUO in Nevada wasn't bad DX). The difference? Not the number of active hams,

.. oecause on any given night you can hear five or more loud QS0s on the band. It's the notiva-
" tion which the East Coast has that is missing. Name a few big groups from the East. Packrats
i course, the best:; Rochestev, WZSZ, WBIWIK/RZOWR/KZXR, W3BBS, K3IMIRK, WiFC and more. How
sbout the West Coast? Other than N6NB jumping frequencies so fast that he seems like a multior
scation, [ can't remember sny. Not too good for an area as big as (or maybe bigger tham) S.N.J.
with 11 miliion people and encugh hams to cram all the repeater sub-bands with activity.

= {CONTINUED ON FAGE 7 )
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SYSTEMS, INC.-

" 2337 Philmont Avenue )
Hurtingdon Vallay, Pa, 19008

Computers for Hobbyists

AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE
HARRY A. McCONAGHY, W3sW

8708 FENWAY DRIYE — POTOMAC.
BETHESDHA, MARYLAND, 20034

MNE 7.sazo

GEORGE S. VAN DYKE, JR., PE.

CANSULTING BciEER

AE0T SONVENT LaNE

W3ag EHILA, Pa. 18174

AMIL S. SUMLILA
FPRESIDENT

”

A G RADIC PARTS CO.
939 TOWNMEHIP LIME RD.
ELKING PARK, PEMNA, 18117
TELERPHOME: 215 . B85.5100

RIS/ i
§ Distributor

KZRPZ PRINT

stu goodman

Distinctive QSLs-Largest selection, lowest prices, top
quality photo and complerely customized cards. Make
your own OQSLs truly unique at the same cost as a
standard card, and get g better return rate! Free samples,
catalogue. Stamps appreciated, Siu, K2RPZ, Box 412, -

. Dept. PR, Racky Paint, NY 11778, (516) 744-6260

AMATEUR {215) OL 9-5900

. SALES & SERVICE

"HAM" BUERGER iNC.

Communication Sperialists

BOB HERSHMAN
WAS3ZID

68 N. YORK RD.
WILLOW GROVE, PA. 19090

e s —

PENN ARC
A GENERAL PURPOSE CLUB

Monthliy meetings the 4th Tuesday-8PM
Meantgomery County Community College
340 DeKalb Pike, BlueBell, Pa,

CLUB REPEATER - 223.04/224,64 Mhz

e

Write for FREE
COPY of any of
our publications.

Tilve Hearn Reiclio Publisting Cronp

GREENVILLE. NEW HAMPSHIRE 02048

CALL DOC CUTLER (K3GAS)
FOR YOUR ELECTRONIC NEEDS

NEW, RECONDITIONED, OR AS IS.
LOW PRICES

by appointment 215-635-1078

HEATHEIT

Norm Richsrds Manager

Haathkit Electronic Canter
8318 Roosgvalt Rivd,
Phitadetphia, Pannsylvania 19145
{245) 288-0180

TV - RADIZ - HAM . €A . STERED

Ricaarp H. PIERCE

ELECTROMIC EQUIPMENT REPAIR
SFPECLALIZING |N AMATEUR RADNMY EQUIPMENT

KaMwy 200 NEW FALLS ROAD

EAIWSING-THUBS, 7% :
SAT B Day-Nite {215} 455-2121

FERTIK'S ELECTRONICS . .. ..
aamponsntz & fqui,bmmt

5400 ELLA STREET

| {215) 7850058 NEWPORTVILLE, PA. 1S0EE LEON FERTIK e R
" -P15- " WA3FOF o
CAN STEREOG - CITIZENS BAND - BURGLAR ALARMS 215-P15-2007 3 .
2 WY RADIO - TOWER INSTALLATION & MEMOVAL 1215} 7231200
{215} 646.2600

TV = HAM - Cf ANTENMAS

Steve Dimons

MOBILE EQUIPMENT INSTALLATIONS

WA3WAS

TEL (215) AA 5-1135

SaLES & SERVICE e

PHILA., PA 19111

. 8500 KENSRICK PL. - -

RALPH ALEXANDER

) B E'i_éci.:fb'ﬁié Equipment Repair

. -"""':‘Tla."'c'_'l'-iﬁﬁ:i."&ﬁé_i Writing
R Printing

' 73 stresses the fun
of ham radio,

$25 one year $53 three years
POB 931 # Farmingdale HY @ 11737

s

CARR ELECTRONICS

AMATEUR RADIO GEAR  NEW & USED FOR TODAY'S HAM

MAIN & RELIANCE

JOSESH §. BURGESS -
K TELFORD, P4 18969

WIPNL -

. .
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