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1 wonld likke to convey my apprecialion to the chub membership for all the support and enthusiasm yoo bave shown 1o
me and the other officers of the club over the past vear. T also wish to acknowledize your vote of confidence in electing
me to ancther term as President of this great organtzation. A ot has happened over the past 12 months, The WICTX
beacons arg gaing strohg, the January and June contests were great successes, Cheesebits has a new ook, and it seems
Lthal every mesling, is fillad with moge and more visilors and members. Along the way we have lost a fow cstoomed and
beloved members, gained a few new and vigorous members, and above all have continued to male being a "FPackrat”
something special in the world of VHF activity. The past board of officers and directors can be proud of the
accomplishments during their term especially our outgeing VP, Eob WB2YEH, who seemed to make every meeting
an gvent, The newly slactad beoard bas many new chatlenges ahead, 1 hope vou will continue to show the sgame support
and enthusiasm as you have in the past.

The Jupe contest set many rew standards for the years ahead Ajthough we did not win, we nearly doubled our
previous best scores and sef new records for number of members on the hili and nurnber of members worleed it the
contest. We started ot with a lot of ambitions new station ideas and the club score shows the result, Thaoks to contest
chairman Bon WASAXY, the band captaing and all of the members who helped make W3CCX a station for our
competitors to be wary of once again.

The W3CCX contest ellon &= held on A Pocona, which i a stale park, Since we share the park with the many
picnickers and hikers that use the site we have a consiant stream of visitors, many who have never seen ham radio up
close, During one of nvy rare breaks away from the rig | came across one of the back packers who was staring at all of
the towers and antennas arrayed on the site and overheard her ask "hasn't all this been replaced by e-mail yet?".
Although I m sure the comment was made tongue-in-chesk it still mada an impression on me. What iz the future of
this hobby we all Tove, and how do we protect it without allowing it to tum ints some land of cobwebbed antigue
shrine? Activity on VHF secms to be steadily increasing but thera is a real lack of young hams on the bands. Somehow
we have o capture the imagination of all those potential hams whe are now SWing the chat lines the way we used 1o
sit im fascination in front of our old Hallicrafler or Knight Kil recaivers. Deepar thinkers than myself have strrded
with these questiong so 1 don t pretend to bave any answers but I would like to hear yvour sugpestions on how the club
could help entice some young, blood tnio our faverite pastime,

The July White Elephatt sale at Gary s Guleh (WAZOMY) is our first outdoor mesting of the sumuner scason. It &
shaping up to be maler event this year so don t blame me iff you miss it. CU at Gary 5 OTH for the meeting,
73, Phil WASNUF

MEETINGS
Third Thursday each month at 8:00 PM
Southampton Free Library
947 E. Street Road
southampton, PA 18966
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130 B 50.150 MHz K3ECD
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WOOPM 432110 MHz  WAIAXY
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432,298 WMHz 003,071 MHz
1296.262 MHz 2304.034 MHz

THE AMERICAN RADID RE LAY LEAGLIE w

HUGH A, TURNBULL, Wa3ABC
MRES | OR ATLANTIS DIVISEOH

(301) 9271797
W3 ABC®arrl.org
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TREASURER  WA3IUF, Dave Mascarp
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N WASAXY.  Ron Whitsal (2 YR)
N3IQZ0, Don  Schwartzlopf (1 YR}

WB3KRW, Steve Dallas (1 YR)

STEVEN N, WHITE

Altorhey ol Law

1217 PALOMIND DRIVE
WARRINGTON, PA 18975

TEL: {215) 3436903
FAX: (215) 343-8907
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1996-97 Election Results

At the June meeting, the following club officers were voted into office for the 1996-1997 year.

President: Phil, WA3NUF Vice President: Dick, N3AOG
Recording Secretary: Walt, WA3AQA Corresponding Secretary: John, KB3XG
Treasurer: Dave, WA3JUF Directors: John, N3DQZ, Ron, WA3AXY for 2 year terms

Don, N30ZO, and Steve, WB3KRW, will continue ag directors for 1 more year
Calendar of Coming Events - July 1996

4 Independence Day
4 Harrisburg Hamfest at the Bressler Picnic Grounds, take exit 1 off I 283, follow PA 441 and signs. Admission: $3.
Taik-in on 146.76/R and .52.
7 17th Annual Wilkes-Barre Murgas ARC K3YTL Hamfest will be held at the Luzerne County Fair Grounds on
Rte 118 in Dallas, PA. TI on 146.61R and .52. VE Exams.
11 Packrat Board of Directors meeting will be held at the QTH of Bruce, WA3YUE at 8:00 PM. All interested parties
welcome. Call 610-630-1875 for directions.
13-14 CQ Worldwide VHF QPX Contest. See May CQ Magazine for rules or July QST, pz. 98. Contest runs from 1800
T UTC, 13 July to 2100 UTC on 14 July (27 hours). All bands from 50 MHz up.
14 Mid-Atlantic ARC Hamfest 96 will be held at the Kimberton Fire Co. Fairgrounds (near Phoenixville, Pa.) . Tatk-In
on 146.66/.06 and .52.
18 - July meeting of the Packrats will be the Annual White Elephants Sale at Gary's Glen (WA20MY's QTH) on Mt.

Kirk Avenue in Bagleville, Pa. Starts promptly at 8:00 PM. Bring Chairs. For directions call 215-539-6409. See the
enclosed map.

25 LEAP INTO THE MICROWAVES with the Packrats! 903 and above. Starting on the 4th Thursday of the
month and continning every 4th Thursday of the month operate from 8 to 10 PM local time on any band 903 MHz
and above. For coordination on those difficylt iong haul contacts 144.260 Mz is the suggested liaison frequency. So
here's your chance to fix what broke in the contest and work all those stations you nrissed.

26-28 The 30th Annual Central States VHFE Conference will be held in Bloomington, Minn. at the Thunderbird Hotel
and Convention Center, For further information, contact Paul Husby, WOUC or check the Web page at
http:/fwww.umn.edw/nThome/m042/liebe 009/

28 Maryiand Hamfest, Timonium, Md. at the Maryland State Fairgrounds, located on York Rd. adjacent to 1-83 near
F-695 Talk-in on 147.63/.03, 146,16/.76, and 146.52. VE sessions.

August :
17 Packrat Picnic. See map elsewhere in Cheesebits.

Health and Welfare
The wife of Jim Yaeger, K3EBZ, passed away after a tong, illness.
Don Hampton, W3CJU, a former Pack Rat and past president has passed away,

W2EIF Work Party

There will be a cleanup session at the QTH of Joe, W2EIF, to take down towers and antennas as well as to remove Joe's equipment and supplies on
Saturday, 13 Fuly. See the map on how to get to Joe's. If you have any questions, contact Bob Fox, K3GXB at 610-346-8698.

CHEESEBITS SUBSCRIPTIONS

Cheesebits subscriptions are available to everyone interested in activities and information from the VHF thorough the microwave
frequencies. Subscriptions are for 1 year of 12 issues. For a subscription, send the following information:

Name: Call:

Street Address:

Town: State: ZTP:

Subscription Rate: $10.00 per year (USA), $12.00 (Canada), $13.00 (Worldwide)

July 1996 Send to: SUBSCRIPTION/ADVERTISING MANAGER:
Bob Fischer, WB2YEH
7258 Walnut Avenue. ...
Pennsauken, NJ 08110 .
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June Contest Report
By Ron, WA3AXV

The Pack Rat annual trek to a mountain top for the June VHF contest has been going on for over thirty years. This years operation
from Camelback Mountain is about the fifth or sixth year (They all run together after a while) that the Pack has been operating from
this Pocono Mountain location. The effort by the membership was outstanding! For the first time in recent memory we had plenty of
* help to set up and tear down. We were still a little light on operators, but still had enough to keep the stations on the air.

This year saw many improvements in equipment. New antennas for six meters proved to operate very well. Stacked five element beams
that were optimized for front to back allowed more comfortable operating with the reduction in QRM afforded by the high rejection off
the back. Two meters again installed the "Death Ray' and had new 2m FM antennas to help out on the contact total. 220 had new
antennas for the low end and FM. 432 used four FO 225 in a H-Frame with a mast mounted preamp to pull out the weak ones. 440 FM
used four vertically stacked 6 element beams. The microwave gang improved all the stations and have even bigger plans for next year.
Large bandpass and notch filters help relieve the interference from friendly transmitters. The food was excellent. The power was
fiawless. The telephones worked most of the time. The rain was refreshing, The lightning was far off. The bears stayed home. No
planes crashed. Our cup runneth over.

There were too many people who really put out big efforts to thank each one individually. You who put out a special effort know who
you are and I thank each and every one.

Oh yes, the score is shown below:
o W3CCX/3, FN21 EPA Section June 1896

Band 080s QS0 Pts Grids Points
50 502 502 123 61,746
144 506 506 56 28,336
222 143 290 36 10,440
4332 258 516 40 20,640
903 43 129 21 2,709
1296 69 207 - 25 5,175
2304 28 112 10 1,120

345G 68 - 7 ame }
5760 3 32 7 224
10368 7 238 4 112
24000 2 8 1 8
Light 1 4 1 4
1,568 2,402 331 795,062

SILENT KEY - JOE KILGORE, W2EIF, 1908-1996
By Ernie, W3KKN
This brief memorial cannot do justice to Joe for all that he was to his family, his work, his activities, and his hobbies. It's not easy to
describe Joe. So many adjectives apply. I've heard Pack Rats - - - a Giant; a Rock; etc. T will try to highlight some of his life.

Jo¢ was born in Harmony, Pa. His early education was in Kentucky. From there, he attended Columbia University for his EE degree.
Obviously, he found his niche in the field of electronics. it was his work and a hobby. About 1938, he worked for RCA, interrupted by
a stint with TWA in Kansas City, then back to RCA and the war years and much history. Joe worked on Army and Navy equipment
that many of us G.1's used. T can see Joe's influence mechanically and electronically on units that I used. I never thought 1 would meet
the person who helped develop these huge devices. Joe was with RCA uniil his retirement.

Joe was 2 family man. He had five lovely children - three girls and two boys. A pleasure to meet, weil spoken and so like Joe. I first
met Joe when he lived in Camden. He later moved to Straford, NJ where he started a farm of antennas - as well as tomatoes, Other
hobbies included photography and bowling. He was an avid sports fan. Joe enjoyed young people. During his early years_ he coached a
sandlot football team. He was a teacher. You could see this in the kindly way he helped young hams get started. :

Joe joined the Pack Rats shortly after the club was formed. His interest in VHF and the fraternalism of the club was innovative. He
built antennas. He seemed to specialize in 220. Joe loved contesting and never missed them. His many years of net control work on 2
meters has to be a record. Joe designed the Pack Rat logo. A great ragchewer, he always had time for a chat and his humor left you
laughing.

We will miss Joe, he'll be a legend with us. But we'll remember him also as a super ham, creative, kindly, a loving family man and a
dear friend of us all.

So long Joe 73 & CUL.
~July 1996 Cheesebits Pg, 4~



New Member - Garyv, N3IEMY

The newes! member of the Packrats is Gary Halbe, N3JEMY . Gary Hyves in Willow Grove and is on 10 meters, 2 meters and 432 MHz,
Sponsors are Jog, AAIGN and Al, N3TTT. Gary's phons number s 215-657-4994,

Packrat White Elephant Sale
By. Gary, WA20MY

1t is the time of the year for the annual Packyar White Flephant Auction, This means it iz time to move that extraneous pisce of
equipment out of the shack and bring it the July meeting, where another Packrat ezn have a chance savor it for a while! No really, in
the past all who have attended have had a geod time, found many bargains and enjoyed plenty of refieshments. A map is showi
below. Parking is available across the front of my place and the adiacent properiy. ¥ overflow oceurs, the lot by the phartmacy can be
uged, six doors down, especially sines it is no longer in business. It is alse 1it 3t night. See you on the 18th, $:00EM.
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1996 ROVER REPFORT
By John, KE3XG

The 1996 Rover effort was hampered with an assortinent of preblams. Preporations were slowed doe to the auihors insistence oo
metting two 24 GHz nigs on the air before the contest. As usual the rover station went up inta the mounizing with no pricr on sir
cheeks. {This is not recommmendesd, ) Luckily all the eqguipment worked well.

WIIT and KB3XG arrived at the Rat site in FN21 at 2 PM.. The first stop always takes longer than expected. It's hard to remember
ow to hook things vp when you only nee the equipment otice a year, We walked up the bands without a hitch incloding 5X9 sips on
£4132.100 MHz, The sigpnal was deifting around a bit (xtal moltiplication factor = 241) and the CW sounded a littie fuzzy {like aurora)
but this was an exciting introduction to a new band. The microwave captaine determined that since the contest had already gotten
underway, it would not be a good idea (o stop and wount the 24 gig dish to the mast. WB3JY(Q and I protnized each other that next
year we would do a mere thorough engineering job, as opposed to a last nuinute throw it together project,

In my haste, T forgot the all importiant Haison communications devices. I called my home QTH and had Celeste and N3ACK deliver
the devices to Mount Pocono Airport, Dick experienced [FR weather conditions for the first fime in many years. The asronautical tover
platform departed to Bimghamton to pay for the rental car for the FN22 site (Binghamton airpart closes al 6 &1} and Harry and 1
dropped one of the communications devices off at the W3CCX microwave shack.

Next Harry and | visited the site in FN10. This site is surrounded by high mountaing and is actuafly a kousy site except for the straipht
shot through a valley back to the Rat mountain. The prime operating spot at thiz site is no longer accessible by car. I boonght along 2
large el cell and sot wp shop ar the base of a Ligh tension tower, We worked all bands from 903 threngh EG,368 MHz, I know this is
not news, but it's amazing how the lack of obstacles can improve signal strength. We enjoved 20 over © arm chair rag chewing with
W3ICCX for a shorl period on 10368 MHz. Harry was certain that 24 zigs would have worked from this sile. Tt was 9 P, balore we
had the car packed and weare on our way.

The original plan was to have the plane meet us at Hazeltlon airport, but we ieamed during a telephone QSO that Dick and Celeste had
spent the early evening hours practicing thunderstorm avoidsnce. They made it inte Einghamton on an instrument approach jual
belore the onset of some severe thunderstorms, Dick told me that there was a lightning strike on the field moments after the main fear
touched the maoway. Harry and { met up with the two harrowed flyers in the bar at around 11 PM..

1 woke up Sunday morning feeling very ill. 'm not sure if it was due 1o the lack of sleep or the over abundance of boer the night befors.
I muat have looked really bad because Dick offered Caleste two silver dollars to hold my evelids closed in case ] dropped dead at the
- mext grid. Harry. and Dick helped pack my vigs in-the rental car and convineed me-that I wonld sao- feel hetter. . . “

~July 1996 Checsebits Pg, 5-



We armved at White Birch Airport in FN22 around [1 am. [ located this site ast year during a ynscheduled operating event with aur
oid friend N3CX. The prime operating spot at this site is on the taxiway of what 1 thought was an abandened grass strip, When we
aimived we found the parking tol packed with cars and planes armving and departing at rapular intervals, After introducing oursehves
as fellow pilots, we were immediataly invited o drive our renta? car onto the taxiway 1o set up the rover station. The airport wus
having a fly in breakfast. We had scrambled eggs, pancakes, sausage, bacon, toast, and coffee for $2.75. What a deal! Teo bad it's ot
in the middle of nowhere, We worked all bands through 10 GHz with 59 sigs. Omee again, it's not 3 graat site, but the Delaware River
valley is right off the end of the renway which gives a clear shot to FN21.

Ey the time we refurned the rental car and had the plane repacked it was 4:30 PM. Batter Judgment told ve to eall it a day and retutn
honze. Instead we climbed it the plane and flew o Clearfield, PA. T thought for sure the airport would be closed and the renta car
would be gone, but t¢ my surprise the wirport manager was still there, He had some sorf of comment like "Ate you abways this lata?" 1
admitted my guilt and asked for the keys (o the rent 5 wreck. Tt was 7 P.M., the contest clock was ticking away, and ! chose (o visit the
site in FNOO over the FNOI site since we made out so well there last vear,

We arrived at WAIFFC's private mountain in FNOO at 830 PM. A Hight pround fog covered the mountzin peaks to the west and an
extremely strong wind was blowing in the next storm system fram the nerth. We only worked the Rats up through 2304, Signals were
very weak on that baed. 1 spoke with WA3NUF using my communication device aboat the poor band conditions, He cotnmented that
there was light rain and some fog at the mountzin. Last year there was an narrow isofated cefl of precip between our Pwo stations
perhaps acting as a reflector? It was 10 P.M. before we finished up and we were toc tived to rorurn to FIN20 Senday night, Fortunaiely,
Clearfield, PA is not a vacation hot spot and hotel rooms were readily available. T have tried 1o make it 1o more than 4 grids each vear,
but my plan always fails, Bverything, must work perfactly to make it to the fifth grid. haybe being 100% prepared before the contest is
the key fo succoss? There's always next year.

VHF+ NEWS & ACTIVITY
Ey Jerome Byrd, K3GNC

JANUARY % VHF S8 TOP TEN GO T THE MOVIES:
WABWEG "UNTOUCHABLES" 'Twant WAZTED dead, ! want AAZUK dead, T want WASAXY dead, T want WZIV dapd. !

WAITED “GODFATHER" 'Bill and Ron never ask me about my eontest business. just ons titme, just one tivne I'm going to let you
ask

AAZUK " TAXY DRIVER" Vou talking to me? You talking to me? [ don't see anyone else around moving 4s fast as me, You talking
10 me? .

WASAXY "ERAVEHART" "You may take away my contest dominance, but you will never take my previons awards'

WZIV “DILLINGER"  'Phil, Gary, Del, Ed, Paul, same of the most feared VHF+ contesters of their day; they said they wonld
never be taken alive, and I didn't try hard either!

WASNUF "DMRTY FTARRY" 'l now what you'rs thinking: 1 won't be able to hoid this position, Tm a member of the PACKRATS, the
most powerful VHF+ Club in the country; so you have to ask yourself Do you fael hucky? Well, do your'

KESFD "RAGING BULL" “What do I goita do to wint Ohio? My grids knocked Tom down, What di [ goitta do
KDIDU "THE HIGH AND THE MIGHTY" '] am now high and mighty in my new (JTH da da da da da da da _

WEBIDNE "FALE OF YWE CITIES™ 1t is u far far better contesting § do than I have ever dane before, it is 5 far far better position T
am going to get, than [ have ever protten before' )

WEB3JIYO "ROOGTE" 'Behold, the only nine contesters greater than thyself on the bands::

After one of the longest drovghts in recent memory, all of the VEF+ bands are conlng afive! On Monday moring 5/20/96 (FM29)
wotled KCAOWE (Ean), NP4 (EMES}. Tucsday tomming 5/21/96 he worked N4AVY (TM104), He worked EC4QWZ on 144,222
and 432, He worked N5SFA on 144 & 432, Six tneters was wide open both days, WZ1V (FN31}% and others worked an EH6 off the coast
of Africa. State wide single and double hep signals abound. Six metets continued to open or mere hours for the next cight days. On
the afiernoon of May 28th, Europeans led by ' stations came bursting through. Mark, WB2IHG worled his first European on 50
MHz, Congratilations Mark!

WHERF OH WHERE 18 CARMEN SANDIEG(Q? N4HB, VE3ASQ, KMIH, ¥ ASFZF, NRPEK, KAIRDO, KAIZE, WASMZ(}

LET LOOSE THE DOGS OF WAR: Bill, N3JDR (PM19) hae added an AM-6155 1o his 222 arsenal He's strong | Ray, N4K WX
(FMO8) has all of his antennas 100 fi+ in the gir, What a difference!

* Please It me know about any apenings, nets, propagation, ete. - -
~July 19496 Cheesebits Pe. 6-
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Map to Pack Rat Ficnic an August 17
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Map to the W2ETF Work Pany
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The W3CCX Operation during the June 1996 VHF QSO PARTY
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10 GHz and 5.7 GHz Microwave Dishes

1296 MHz - Quad Loop Yagis

903 MHz - Quad Yagis
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