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With many of our members representing the Packrats at Dayton and yours fruly called away to inspect the many beer
pardens in Munich (it's a rough job but somebedy hag 1o do it) the regular club meeting in May was prezided over by our
able Treasurer W3KM. Dave reparts thal the meeting atiendance was understandably light but thase that arrived were
treated to an exceptional prasentation on map making techniques by Bill Kunkle, WA3VFM, Many thanks to Bill and
Dave for making the mesting another flawless svent.

The month of May also saw the annuat Packrat Ladies Night celebration take place in fine style at the Mitl Race Inn. In
addition to dinner and dancing, the club honors those members whose activities in the January contest, homebrewing, ar
sarvics to the club warrant spocis! resonition, Among the swards presentad the highest honor wes given to Pan! Drexier,
WB3IYO who was named Packrat of the Year. Congratufations to Paul and all of the other award winners.

The weekend of June 13 to 16 is the date of the VHF QSO Party better known to all serious VHF'ers as sitply the June
Comtest. W3CCX wall be fieard again from our favonts spot in FN21 tiying to better last years score and our place in the
standings. T hope you will join us this upeaming weekend and help W3CCX set new records for member participation and
reach the top of the multi-op standings. As anyone whe has made the trip knows, it takes teamwork to assemble and
operals a winning mmlti-op station. The Packrats have the talent and the equipment but it won't be encugh if you decide to
stay home and watch the prass grow, We need everyone's Lclp to attain our goal. If you can spend a day ot the fil
waekend with us on the mountain you will make a difference, If you can't make the irip, working W3CCXK on all the
bands can help put us over the top. But prabably the most important reason [ can think of to make the trip.to Cametback is
that you will g2t to see and operate one of the best VHF/UHF locatians and stations on the east coast. The views from the
MY top are fantastic, the contest cuisine has become legendary, and when the bands opsn up thete is no greater thall wn
atnatenr radio. Do yourself a favor and help the club at the same time! See you in FN2Thb.

Ti's hard to believe bat it is almost two years since I first accepted the nomination as President of this great organization.
My two terms in office have been ameng the most rewarding experiences of miy life. I have to_ admit that like many other
ahle members of the club I shied away from running for office for many years. Any doubts or fears [ may have had
evaporaied in the first few wesks. I learned firsthand how this club supports gach other and rallies whenever the call for
help arises. There is still a bit of arm (wisting that eceurs when required but my ohservation has been thas everyone that

Continued on page 3

MEETINGS
Third Thursday each month at 3:00 PM
Southampton Free Library
947 E. Street Road
Southampton, PA 18966




Pack Kats” CHEESE BITS is a monikly publication of the
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DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES AND SWAP SHOP 1S THE
MONTHLY MEETING DATE, NON-COMMERCIAL SWAP
SHOF ITEMS-FREE OF CHARGE.

SUBSCRIFTION/ADVERTISING MANAGER:
Bob Fischer, WBZYEI

T258 Walnut Aveooe

Pennsauken, I Q8110

{603 663-8488

ETHTOR:

Harry Brown, W3ll'F

3012 Polshop Road

Mortistown, PA 19403

(610} 5844846

bbrown@vl Imms. Imeo.com
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CLUB TREASURER:
Tave Mascarn, WAKM
1603 Mink Road
Ottzville, PA 18942

(215} 795-2648
dmascaro@gic.gi.com

AWARDS CHAIRMAN:

Bob lox, W3GXB

{al0) 346-B698

TRUSTEE OF CLUB CALL - W3CCX

Hob Whitsel, WAIAXY

rwhitsel&kol.com

{2133 335-5730

PACKRAT 222 MHz REPEATER - WICCX/R
22298722458 MHz, Churchville, PA  FN20LE

OFFICERS: 1996-1997

PRESIDENT: WAINIIF  Phil Migpelez, poivueteriimic gi com

VICE PRES: MNIADG Dick Comly, lod242 361 4@ compuzerve, com

REC. SECR: WAIADA  Walter Aumbach

TREASURER W3KM BPave Mascaro, dmascarogiigic gi com

COR, SEHCR: KBIX( Juhn Serter, Iohal BN Ea0l, com

DIRECTORS: WIDOZ Tack Kauker (2 Yra) favkeriivoicenst.com
WAIAXY  Reat Whitse] {2 ¥1s} rehitscl ol com
NIQLD Doty Schwartzkopf €1 YR)
WHIKEW Steve Dallas (1 Y R) sdallasgierols com

MONDAY NIGHT NETS

FIML FREQ. NET CONTROL
T30PM 50150 MHz  K3IEOD

8:00 PM  144.150 MHz N3ITT/AA2UK
8:30 PM 222,125 MIlz WB2YFIINILXA
8:30PM  2M.58R MH: WiGXB

900 PM  432.110 . MHz  WANAXV

9:30 PM  1296.100 MIlz  WA3NUF
10:00 PM 903.100 MHz  N3AQG

COMMITTEE CIIAIRMEN
LADIES NIGHT: N3AOG  215-443-5065
JUNE CONTEST: WA3AXV  215.355-5730
HAMARAMA: WR3JYO 609-338-1687
VIHF CONFERENCE: KB3XG  610-384-2489

PACK RAT BEACONS - W3CCX/B_ FM29TW
| 432,298 MHz 903.071 MHz
1296.262 MHz 2304.034 Mllz

THE AMERICAN RADIC RELAY LEAGLE

KAY C. CRAIGIE, WT3P
CIRECTOR, ATLANTIC DIVISION

5 Faggs Manor Lane
Pacli, PA 15301-1505
{610) 5938623 wt3p@arrhorg

THE AMERICAN RADIC HELAY LEAGLE

Bernie Fuller, N3EFN
VICE DIRECTOR, ATLANTIC DIVISION

—— h

17668 Prlce Road
Saegenown,PA 164323
814-763-1529 ndefn&arrl.org
| ———— A
STEVEN N. WHITE
Allorney 2t Law
2217 PALOMINU BRI YE TEL: (215) 1916502
WARRINOTIUN, PA, 18976 FAX: (215) 343-69(3
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PREZ SEZ continued
accepts responsibility accomplishes £ar mare than they ever expected. T hope you will take that bold step and say ves when asked 10 run
for office, you'li be ghad you did.

After two years at the helm it is time once again for new ideas and fresh enthusiazm. I leok forward to supporting the new siate of -
officers and directors, [ know they will e as suppaortive and invaluable as those {REat assisted me for the past two years.

73 and CO Contest!
Phil WA3INLIF

Calendar of Coming Events - Jume 1997

7 The Arietids Meteor Shower predicted peak wiil be at 0911 UT'C.

l4-16  June VHF Q50 Party. See May QST Page 111 for mules. W3CCXK will be operating from Camelback Mountain, FN21,
mear Tannmersville, Pa. on all bands thru 24 GHz,

1416  Packrat Board of Directors meeting held on the mountsin at the contest site..

1% Packrat meeting at the Southampton Free Library on Street Road in Southamptan, Pa. Annual election of officers.
Ajl meanbers and interested VHFers welcome. John, KB3XG and Paul, WB3JYO will give a presentation on the “No-
Tunc” 24 GHz transverters they has been working on. With any luck we may have some on the air reporis from the
W3CCX contest efiort.

21-22 1997 SMIRK Party Contest 0000-24002_ See riles see hitp:/fAeww.cswnet.com~kalomno, Send entrizsby 15 July
to Pat Rose, WSOZI at PO Box 393, Tunction TX 76342-(1393,

25 LEAP INTO THE MICROWAVES with the Packrats! 903 and above, Starting on the 4th Thursday of the
month and continuing every 4th Thursday af the month operate fram § to 10 P local time on any band 203 MHz
and abave. For coordination on those difficalt long haul contacts 144 260 MHz is the suggested lizison frequancy. So
here's your chanee to fix what broke in the contest and work all those stations you missed.

28-29 Ficld Day. Sce May Q5T page 109 for the miles. Look for lots of activity on 50 and 144 MHz,
TID BITS

January Contests results finally showed up in the June issue of QST. Surpriser The Packrats teok 1at place in the Unlimited class again
with 2,803 2807 points. Four ratz were in the tap 10, singie ap catepory and one in muliiop. Rats took top places 1o NI, EPA and the
DE zections. The [istings for )50’z and multipiiers per band fooked like the top Packrat roster especiatly when you looked at the
micrewave bands.

New E-Mail Addresses: Bill, AAUK: AASUKEaol.com and Walt, WA3AQA: waunmbachibellatlantic. net,

The 222-MHz standings have been posted on the ARRL Web site at: hitp./fwwwarrl.orgfannounce/standings/222. html. These
standings are schedulzd fr publication in the Awgst issue of Q5T. I you bave any corrections ar additions, please e-mail Lhe
information to me (sford{@arrl org} before 1600 UTT an Jure 9th,., 73, Steve, WBEDMY, Q8T Managing Editor

Rats at Dayton: N3AQG, N3EXA, W3IIT, KBIXG, WB2ONA, KU3A and N3NGE. Also saw ¢x Rats Bruce, K2RTH/4 and Mark,
KIRO (ex AA2Z).

Subject Per Ben, WASAXY. ARRL Bulletins. The league has a one-way (send only, the best kind) ioformation service that
automatically sends you ARRL Bulleting via e-mail as they are issued.
To subseribe send e-mail

Ta: wlaw-list-requestifan. org .
Subject: subscribe yourusername@xyz whitewer

no mezsage texl

June 1997 Cheezebits Pg. 3-



1997 Ladies Night Awards

Paul Drexler, WB3JYO
Packrat of the Year

Top Single Ops in January
Ron, WA3AXV, 2nd Place
262 K Points
Bill, AA2UK, 3rd Place
231 K Points
Rick, WC2K, 1 st Place
276 K Points

Home Brew Night
Best Construction
Dave, W3KM

June 1997 Cheesebits -



JUNE CONTEST SCHEDUILE
By Ron, WASAXY, June Contast Coordinator

Fellow Rate, Fallowing, is the schedule fior the June 14-15 contest weekend:

Friday 6/13/97 0900 Meet at W3GXB's to Joad the main truck firll of equipment, Much help needed!! At the same time  another
truck will be foading the microwave squipment from WA3SNUF and W3KM. WB3TYQ will bring the two meter
station from Jersay i yet a third truck The goal is to have all people and equipment on top of the m_igmtain at
high noon (1200 Local),

The more help there is, the easier and faster the work goes. Setup will begin a5 soon as the egquipment amives.
Dinar will be provided on Priday evening,

Saturday ;]um: 14, 1997 Breakfast, Tanch and Diner available. Continue to setup equipment. Contest begins at 1800 UTC (1400
Local) Dperators Needed.

sunday Junoe 15, 1997

Breakfast, Lunch and Diiner avaifabls. Cantest Continues until 0300 June 16 (2300 Local June 15) Opetators needed.

Monday June 16, 1997

Sunrise, Tear down begins. Tsually off the mountain by 0200 te 1000 depending on the weather and when we gt
starled. Lite breakfast will be provided for those that ean't live off their body fat for a fow hours. Unioading of the
trucks iz just as time consuming and twice as hard as loading, Don't poop out at this point and leave the work to
others. The contest isn't over until the equiprment is put in storage,

S0 how abeut some of you fellow ciub members who are lying low. You talking to me? You talking to me 7?11 Yeah, I'm talking to
you! The very, very least you ean do is work the elub station on all bands available, Da it a2 soon a3 possible. Don't wait for Sundzy
evening Semetimes due to weather or equipment break downs, Sunday evening never comes. Does anybody want to go to FM2$ and
put a few moicrowave bands on the air for the cleb? How about it Uncle Remys??

The next level is to help load or unload the trucks or just help cperate. We really need some serious operators, particularly on two
meters, which has ta be on all the time. This is the band that shoots schedules to the other bauds. A good Haison parsot can always be
used in the two meter shack te fiee the operator of passing info to the other bands. You don't even have o be a crack operator, just
keep times and frequencics straight.

The cagle scout level devotes the entire weekend to the contest, There is core group of about 12 people (Dirty Dozen) who show up
every year for all four days and bust their butt fo pull this club activity off. Who's going to be number 137

W3CCX Contest Site Directions
By: Fhil, WA3INUF

For those who have trouble veading Internst generated maps the following information will get you to the W3CC'X contest sife:
Camelback at Big Pocono Stare Parke '
Directions:

FA Tumpike NE Extension to exii 35 { I-80 )

I-80 east to Tannersville exit { exit 45 f RT-715}
At the end of the exit ramp, turn right for 1/4 mile then tuen at first Teft. Look for siggns to Camelback. Follow main road and signs for
Camefback Lodpe and Sid Resort. Go past the ski resort and follow the road to the top of the monntsin, The road dead ends & the
WICCK sila.
For the more adventurous, nse the alternate directions:

305-N to 22-F, 22-F 10 13-N, 33-N{o 30-W

Take 80-W for approx, 2 miles te Tarnermvilla exit

Foliow above directions from the end of the exit ramp.
Bring whatever you will need, the park is closed from sunset to 8 AM. Prepare for any kind of weather, conditions on top of the
mounian are very different from the Philadelphia forecast, We monitor 223,50 and the ¢lub repeater.
See you on the hill at W3 Chaallie, Chaallie, X-Ray.

-June 1997 Cheesebits Pg, 8-
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NOMINATIONS FOR CEUB OFFICERS 1997-1998
President:
Vice Pregident:
Treasurer: Dave, WIKM

Becording Secretary; Walt, WAIAQA

Carresponfling Secretary: john, KB3XG
Director: Brian, N3JEXA, Joe, AAZGN, Al, N3ITT and Boh, W2SJ

President, and Vice President have not been cenfinmed though nominations for ali offices are still open until the June;glectiou.

YHF+ NEWS & ACTIVITY
By Jerome Byrd, K3IGNC

“YESTERDAY™
YESTERDAY, ALL MY VHF+ TROUBLES SEEMED 50 FAR AWAY NOW APARTMENT LIVING MAY EE HERE TO STAY,
OH T BELIEVE IN YESTERDAY SUDDENLY, I NOT HALF THE VHF+er I USE TO BE. THERE ARE GREAT ELUILDINGS
TOWERING OVER ME, OH NORTHEAST BLOCK AGE CAME SUDDENLY,

ON THE BANDS: Other than the Aurora at the end of April - beginning of May, 144 MHz and upr canfioues 1o be in the doldroms,
Six meters has started to open fairly frequently, Point your six meters antennas EAST on occasion, Europe was coming in frequently
this time of year last year..

STATION WATCH. In many cases one’s only hops of making an random, non-contest, non-band cpening contact on the VEHF+
Bands, rest with the foilowing * Activity Warriors':

144 MHz : K4QI (FMO6), WA2FGK (FN21), WAIWUM (FN20), WA3DRC (FN20), NO3I {(EN90), WA3LTU (EN92), KDIDU
(FN31), WAAGPM (FN1I), AA2UK (FM29), WZ1V (FN31), W4VHH (EM9S), NB2T (FN30), WA2FZH (FN20), N2DKP (FN13),
K3GNC (FN20)......?

222 Only The Shadow Kooas
432:; NO3I (EN90), WAZFGE (FN21), KOOU (FIN423, K1FO (FN31), EAQL (FMO6), WAVHH {EMSS5), A8 .. ?
903: HiHiHiHiHHIH !

1226: WAZLTM (FN203, W3VEI (FN20, K2TXB (FM29, AAIUK (FM29), WZ1V (FN31), WA4VHF (FMi93, WASAXY (FN203,
MNINGE (FN2R, W3IP (FM19).._.7

NOTE: NET CONTROL OPERATORS ARE ALWAYS HONGRARY ‘ACTIVITY WARRIORS' TO BE A “ACTIVITY
WARRIOR® YOU MUST CALL CQ AT LEAST SEVERAL TIMES A WEEK (ON THE AVERAGE) IF YOU THINK YOU
QUALIFY - LET ME KNOW!

LET LOOSE THE DOGS OF WAR: The June Contest is very near. Please support the Club Station - W3CCX {Fn21}, by foining
the team and participating, or, at least giving them as many contacts as possible.

A QUESTION WAS POSED: "HOW DO YOU TELL I¥F THE BAND IS OPEN IF NO ONE IS

TALKING ON THE CALLING FREQUENCY?"
DE KOFF via the VHF Reflector

Answer: In the middle of your radio is 2 large knob. Grab it and turn it. This is called "tuning the band”. As you tum it back and forth,
vou may hear olher ham operators talking, Usuatly a1l they are saying is what grid square they are in, Once in a while someene will
describe his antenna. It ig usnally a 3 element beam “on the flat side”. Ha may also ask the other falfow what his "First Personal” jz.
They wall be talking on the uppers, but maybe the lowers. One of them will no doubt have a "LEENEAR", this is 2 device 10 allow you
1o "kick up" more "mogrulation”. The purpose is to be loud gverywhere ta stations that you can't possibly hear. It is admsted 50 that it
will put out every last Watt, and be az wide as possible. it may even be better to drive your LEENEAR with a class C brick as this will
give much more drive than actually needad  Also you may hear a fow stations with a nice echo-box or at ieast a roger-beep,

That's how you know the band is apen, '

~June 1997 Cheesebits Pg. 7-



"HOW TO TELL "SERIOUS VERSION

Unfortunately, version 1 iz all true. However, just in case someone really dossn't know, here are a faw of the methods that T use:

First thing I do is scan all the VHF TV channels with a"good VHF only antenna and mast monnted preamp. Out of town slations
coming in grive a quick idea of what's going on what frequencies. A Dala base in my computer wives me info as to any TV or FiM
station, by call letters. (This is very useful and freely available) While the TV is on, I watch the Weather channel maDSS satzllite to
monitor any stationary high pressure fronfs. Other ops also use FM broadcast signals to alert of risin e MUF.

Next to the rig, A great deal can be learned by [istoning below the 5M band. My chotes for 4 main rig is the Kenwood TS620 because
A) It tunes continuously between 30 and 60 MC., If you ever have doubts as to does the band open up from the botbom first try this. All
sorts of business and public entitie use this VHF-Leo band for communications, 1 do not have the FOC database that tells avery station,
bt a lot can be iearned by listening to the content, When things ret real interesting, listen for the buzz sound made by the syne signal
on TV transmitters in Europe vsing channgl 1. 48.250. And of course watch the beacon band. When we in the midwest Lear beacons
from way up in VO1 and vO2 tand AND at the same time also bear the syne buzz, start listening for Burape in the CW band firsr, the
in the 55E band. Mever fails.

And reason B} is that you can set the RX to scan between any 2 freqs WITHOUT the rig beiny squelched. Just set it to S58 and set
limits to 50.100/50,200 and it will scan back and forth. I does not stop on the station_ but will alert you to the presence of even a weak
one, Once the rig is set, I pleg in the EABY MINDER transmitter in the shack, and then wherever I 2o areund the propenty 1 can hear
whats going on. Of course Packet Ciuster, Internet Packet Cluster, and ood ol' telephane networking also helps. Even went so fir last
cyele to carry a pocket pager so that I could be reached anywhere. Mainiy vou wind up lstening to a kot of white noise for yaars,
Decades,

MID ATLANTIC VHF CONFERENCE - CALL FOR PAPERS

The Mid Atlantic States VHF Coaference will again be held at the Horsham Days Inn in Horsham, Pa., just north of Philadelphia.
This years conference will be held on Sawrday, October 4, 1997, Sponsored by the ML, Alry VHF Radio Club, the conference
continues to present a wide variety of tschnical papers covering all aspects of 50 MHz through light frequencies. Talks on operating,
propagation, construction and theory are among, thoge requested. Speakers are encouraged to contact the conference chairman early,
The day after the conference, the largest hamfest in the area, Hamarsma 96, also spengored by the Mt Airy VHF Radio Club will be
held. ’

Contact: John Sorter, KR3X{G, Conference Chaimman
1214 N. Trooper Road
Morristown, PA 19443
#10-900-7558
JehnKB3X G aol.com

CHEESERITS SUBSCRIPTIONS

Cheesebits subscriptions are available to everyone interssted in activities and information from the VEF thorongh the microwave
frequencics. Subscrigtions are for [ year of 12 issues. For a subscription, send the following information:

Mame; Call;
street Address:
Tow . State: ZIF:
Subscription Rale; $10.00 par year (USA}, $12.00 (Canada), $15.00 (Worldwide)
June 1967 Send to. SUBSCRIPTION/ADVERTISING MANAGER:
Bob Fischer, W257
7258 Walnut Avenye
Pennsanken, NJ 08110
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AMATEUR & ADVANCED COMMURNICATIONS

Amateur and Shovtwave
Closad Sunday & Monday

GISLLE 3208 Concord Pike  Rte, 202
Kawwal Wikmington, Delaware 19803
i - |

G09-541-01 20
FaX &09-%4 1-2546G

Bob Fischer Company, Inc.

AERIAL LADGERS - CRANCS - MANLIFT EQUIPMENT

EOH FISCHER 2TES LIMCOLN AVE.
HREGIDERT CamoEn. M. 1 DR105

ESTINATIONS ...
DA FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY

HARRIET SOLTOFF
TRAVEL CONSULTANT

#1646 S0UTH THIRD STREET (218)
FPHLAQEFHLA, P& 19147 RES. 947-4403

THE R. F. CONNECTION
Spocialist in
& F Connectors and Coax”

Joal Knoblock
301/840-547F7F
Fax 301/869-35680

Order Lina BOO-793-2858
Suila 11, 213 M. Frederick Ave,
Gaitharaburg, MD 20877

Crraphne Decign Blustration  Produclion

lyrine D. Whitsel

SRARIIE
20% Frog Hollow Road
Churchealle, FY 189686
215 3555730

RiSHARD E, CoSMLY

TooL. DIE & MACHIMNE SO, [N,
Z06T HENNETT RD.  FHILA., Pa 19116

l21%) s I0D
FAX 3d.-mRaT7T

{215} 7456172
26553568
Em 5-EASY-DO)

COMPLU-SIMPLE, INC.
COMPUTER APPLICATIONS FOR SMALL BUSINESS

Q. BOX FlE]

ELLPOTT T. WEISMAN F.
nt WILMINGTOMN, DELAWARE 19803

Caonautta

AUTHORLZED DEALER

ROKN TOWERS Urdved

FAX, SOB-TTE.S485

TELEE-HY-GAIN
ANTENNA SYETEMS
ROTATORE
TOWERS

PILOT ELECTRIC CO., INC.
1300 HWY. 535

HEFTLIME. N, 07754 GENE PILOT

{€15) 288-0325

W3 HK

GEORGE S. VanDYKE., JR. P.E.

1737 Scattemgood Straat
Phlladelghia, PA 19124

i {80 288-0T28 RICHARD COMNOR

~ A“-«
RECO p
g % 'g'ammuﬁmrmﬁs
T EOMMUMICATIDMNE TOWEM MAMTEMANCE
» mNTENMAS, FEEDLINEES, TOWERS INSTALLED

= AF ETYETEW TEOUBL ESHODTIMG
= LIGHTMING PRAOTECTION. GROUND SYRTEME

412 Carranys Road

Emmrgency Serrce Tabamacle. MN.J GROES
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Manufacturers and Distributars
of VHF/UHF/SHF Equipment and Paris
50 to 10,368 MHz

_/ » Micrinaave Toop Yagis
* VHEUHF Yagis
L * MNo-Thme Lincar Transverters
@ i; - * Linear Power Amplifiers
FLy, - k"" / * Liow Noise Freamps
T W e ©® Couax Belays, Coax Cable, Connectors
oy

/ ) * Urystals, Chip Components, MMICs,
—;,_"/I Transistors. R Modales

For All Equipment & Antennas:
Stave Kastro, N2CEI
254 Rt. 519
Frenchtown, NJ (8825
Tel.. 908-996-31584
Fax. 905-996-3702
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