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The PREZ SEZ

As 1998 draws to o close s tine to 1ook back on the vear and perhaps trv 1o assess how the Pyck Rats ave doing as an
organization. Ii is Lhe responsibility of the olficers of the club to basically enforce Hie rales set forth in the constitution.
The theory 1s that if the constitntion is sound then the orgamzstion will Temain viable by following the letter and
imtent ol the words faid down by owr foretathers, This is true for radio clubs as well a5 countrics, Well it sounds real
stmple, but like evervthing clse thete are always complicalions, Formmately, 1 think we as an organization lave done a
good jub of deding the targer bullets. Maybe a few pellet gun hits, but nothing serious. The club is as strong rigla
itow a8 1 con remember. We have an excellenl nesy group of members who are enthusiasiic, cnergetic and compelent,
As an officer of the club you worry about who is zoing (o carry on the tradition: whom do we pass the baton wo? As
we round the imal tum of this administration we see a covey of new people waiting at the line, cleals planled fnmly,
ready to accepd the manile of responsibilily, Reudy to keep this organization running @i pesk efficiency, The
constitution and the club are very sound.

The next big event is the fanuary Sweepstakes. l's once again time to show vour colors, Talk sbout histort Talk
about responsibilily! The Mt. Airy WVHF Radio Club has 37 gavels. each of wiicl represents i win in the January
Comntest! That's quite a record in anvbody’s book,  Imagine maintsining the leve) of interest and parlicipation it takes
lo cxeel at anything for that period of timel Well. here we g0 again. Tine to get fired up and brng another ang home
for the club. This months meeting is the annual Janary conlest mesting.  Please try to attend and pick wp your contest
packet.  Incloded in the packet wilf be cversthing yon need 1o participate i the Jomary contest, plus a npew ciob
dirceiory for 1999, (Send W3KM any changes or updales ASAP )

| afready see @ 1ot of aclivity on the bands. [ know of at Teast six members wheo have added thiee now bands this vear
These are microvave bands that are worll a lot of points in (he contest. Cur forefathers fong ape [gored out that il we
all Just work cach olber you condd run up a really big score. The contest scoring has chaged over (he ears and yoi
can’d do ifon jost &, 2,220 and 432 anymon, Nol enongh contact painls, But if you do it onr the microwsve bands, the
tatal cluby dppregate score really jumps. You don’t hive to work the whaole East Coast, Just the puys in the local area.
You don’t hiave (o tive on a big hill lo do that. What new band are vou going 1o gol an This year?

I'would [ike o wish everyone healthy and happy holidays and the best for the New Year. _
73, Ron, WiIRTW

MEETINGS
Third Thursday each month at 8:00 PM
Southampton Free Library
947 E. Street Road
Southampton, PA 18966
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CONTEST LETTER
By: Bill, AA2UK, 99 CONTEST CIIATRMAN

Well iv's that time of year again gentlemen. Its the tme 1o get the dust out of those amplifiers, blow up thess div clectrolytics in
high vollage supplies and chuck the rain pavges, Twmean feedlines and comnectors. ‘Fhe Packeai machine is in full swing, ‘There is
uo turning back, jusl forge ahead Cur opponents are ready 1o strike and can smell Hood,

There is stiil e i agk for help bt you do Terve to aske Many stations have already asked lor assistance and recsived it, Thauks
for the overwhelming respons: 4o fhe queslionnaites,

Ot any prven night yon can hear the activity, staiions iesting or Iooking fur tests on the club repeater. Many Rats are getting on
new bands. The big question yon can 25k yourself is have 1 dowe all [ can do te sppont the Club in the contest? Ses you in the
QIR

CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS - DECEMBER 1998
1 Cinly 54 days until the 1999 January Swecpslakes,
4-6 ARRL 160 Meter Contest See page 109 of the November issue of QST for the rules.
36 ARRI, Intermational EME Competition - 2nd weskend. Sce Sept, QST for the rules.

7 Check Inte the 2 Meter Net on 144150 MHz ot 8200 BM EST,
7 Check intn the 1296 M Hz Net on 1296, 100 3MEz at 10:00 P EST.

14 Paclaat board of divectors mecting al the OTH of Phi! Mignelez, WAINUF, or alternatively at the QTH of WKW,
Al inwerested parties invited, Meeting starts 2t 8:00 P AL

i2 Predictied peak of the Geminids meteor shawer around 04440 UTC,

12-13  ARRL 10 Meter Cyntest. 1300 UTC Saturday until 0200 UTC Sunday. See page 111 of the November issue of QS Lor
the rales.

! Haowicabh bepins at sundovin,
14 Check inlo the 220 MMz Net on 222 125 MHz or 224,58/ at §:30 PM EST,
e Checl into the 432 MHz Net on 432,110 MHe 21 900 PMEST.

17 Reglar meeting, of {be Mi, Aley VHF Radio Club al {hc Southampton Free Library on Strect R, in Southamgion, Pa.
Have you quatified to submit 3 contest log for the Jamuary contest lor the club b attending the minimum of 2 meetings?
Come anywayl

21 Check into the & Meter Not on 50150 MHz aL 730 PMEST.
21 Checlc into the 903 MHz Net on 903,100 ME: a0 10:00 PM EST,
22 Predicted peak ol Uhe Ursids metewr shower around 1900 1717

247 LEAF INTO THFE MICROWAVES with the Packiats! 903 and above. Every 4th Thursday af the month operibe o
8 1o 10 PM Jocal time on any band 903 Mz and above. For coordinalion on those difficult Loz haul contacts 144,260
MHz. is the suggested Haison frequency, $o here's your chance to fix what broke in the comtest and work all those
slations you missed,

25 Merry Cheistmas to all,

28 Check inko the 2 Meter Net on 144,150 M1z at 8:00 PM EST.

28 Check into the 12495 MHz Net on 1296.100 MHx at 10:06 P EST,
Jan, 1999

2325 IME CONTEST. Evervone's help in getting at loast 51 logs subritted this vear 1s necessary lo qualify the clib for the
Unlinrited Class i the club competition, Sec this issug of Chessebits or consult your contest packase for the mies, Sea
the Dec. 1998 issue of QST, page 96 for the milcs,

Mar. 17 Homehrew Night at the regnlar meeting.
- Pecember 1998 Fack Rats Clicesebits Py, 3 -




John Miller, N3NIA, Sk

Oune of our menbers John Miller, N3NLA, became a silent key on 13 Now, 1998 at the Bradtord Regional Medical Conter in
Pradiord, PA. He had suffered a bowt with comcer. | know I was 2 member of The Pack Rais so 1 thaught T would pass the
miororation aleng John made weekly sheds with soime of the mombers. john always spole YOGHLY of the Pack Rais. Tt was an
otganrzation that he really loved, Sines hig move to nadlwestern B4, he was tnstnrmenta] in getting many amatenss, into VIF
contesting, Report via Tony, N3KTA, Allegheny Moumntaing Amitenr Radio Giroup, KE3BL A, MieKean Connty Penosylvania.

K3GNCs' Feardess Prediction Janunary 1999 VHF Contest
Release 2.0 (Single Operator Catepory?

Prediction Raok Semrting Report

1999 _1998

1 WAITED | WARWZG will go mudel. DaDaDalassaPalalalasazaalaDalalas
2 AR 2 Tite Jersey Borg (Zube has not been seen. B [a ol attack coming?
3 WIRIW 3 Its good (o be the KING - One more time??

4 KI1R7 4 The Terminator has tasted 200K blod, 172"l pever stop.

3 WAZFGI N/A Business and weather may stop Herb, but will anyone else?

a WALV 7 Hom Luas been seen oiling iy trusty temmy-gun, Will it be cnongh?
7 KIUITF  N/A

8 NIDTRL  M/A

) KERFDY 3

10 WASNDF &

il WHEIKRWIO

12 MNZET a

13 . KITOK 1]

14 WEBIIYO 12

15 N3NGE 20

& MIFXA 13

17 WILIT 14

18 KITXR 14

13 WOLIC 13

20 E3DME R

21 K3GNC  MiA

22 ?

23 t

24 7

35 Kiha NA Oy FOUR hunds, bl grest stalion impravanenlys - (rept Comteslor

CONTENDFRES (OTHERS?? Lel me know about your plunsistation) N3DGZ, W28), WB2VVV, AFIT,
WIKM, NOHIZ, WA IMBA, AASACQ KRMD, WALGEM, NIOPM | WAGHWE, WIAAA K2YAZS

STATUS UNENOWN - BUMPERS  Somcone will gel BUMPLD it thoy contesty WO2K, N2CHI, WDSISE,
KAIZE, WASNIR, WKL, W3IOR, K25MN?.

TID BITS
11 was good o see Ernie, W3KKEN al (he Novemiber meeling,

VIO Award Checking: If you want QSL cards cheched for your initial YUCC Award or an update, contact Harry, W3LT at
Wbrowngivoicancl com or 6 H-584-1846, T'l do updites (1P to 25 additions) at regulyr Jub mestings.

Visitors at the Noveniber meeting included: W3SZ, Russcll, EB3UL and the spesker, Dennis, K308

- December 1998 Pack Rats Chersebits Fr d -



1298 LEONIDS VIA MARK, NKB()/3

First M5 activity ¢ver for me. Worked it on Tuesday from | AM fo 5 AdM and again 7:30 AM (o 11 AM, First session was botter
than second. Al (S0s were ndom on $88 within abowt +~ 10 kKHe Fom the calling frequencies. Had 14 (805 on 2m, a
couple were focal, nom-MEB, Out of those 14T had 1L sew grids, including 6 prids in Florida. Kansas, Mimesota, and Wiscangin,

L alsn wowrkied 6an and had about 24 QSO with gbout & new grids fithing iv holes. The most exciting new grid on Gm was FNg$
in Mew Bronawick, Canada. The bums were abow Lheee Gmes s long on fm, as can be seen with the QSO rate, proving the M5
burin lime being proportional to frequency.

Wednesdny moming [ tried a similar operation, however was distraclod by clear skies. Tried to plictagraph some nreteors,
however afl T pot was tired and cold! Checked 2m and 6m beforc, during, and afier the visual observation time from 2 AM fo 4
AM and onty hcard locals who were wondeting whers ail the zctivity was, Al least the lack of activity correhuied well with the
Fack of streaks ! saw tn the sky.

Fthink that all futere MS activity will he disappointing for me after this first spectacular cvent, however 1 look forward (o being
wrosg! '

SWAP SHOP;
{rond a1l ags 1o the edikor)

TOR SALE: Kenwood TS-3405/AT HF Transceiver with Microphong, Mint asking FO25, Alex, N3DGD, 6G10-5325-3400,
n3dgodicrals.com.
FOR SALE: Telechrome 3508 Sigmal/Waveform Generaor, $20, Fm, W30, 215-342-9343.

FOR SALE: CALLSIGN HISTORY. Name and address of each helder since [912. Cost $12 plus SASE for prined
CERTIFICATE, Wunted CallBooks before 197 and QST's belore 1940 will buy or trade. Alsy Tooking for 1x2 Ham Radio
License Plates fior my collection. Ron Allen W30OR, PO Box 73, Bethel, D¢, 19931073 or call 302-875-1140,

FOR SALE: Kenwood TM-731 Dualband 50 Watl 2 Meter/dd0 FM Fransceiver with Extended Framsroal/Receive, Up/Down
Micraphone, Mobile Mound, Box and Manmal, Mint at $325, Trennis, N3G, 215-935-8820

WANT: Kenwood TM-73 or Thi-742 Tribaud Transcciver, Dennis M3, 215-038-8510.

MORE TID BITS
WIRTW reported that the 56, 903 and 2304 MHyr beacons are still ol the air waril Jack Kanker, N3DOZ, can refrieve them from
the top of the PRCO Boilding for repair.

The experts consensus far e next Lesnids peak is November 191999 al 0150 UTC With the 14 Lour offsct this YEAr my
prediction is Tor 1200 UTC on Nov, 18 with a "mutcor per hour" mte of 2,260 to 5000, The carlh crosses the orbil ol BT, emple
Frutde 622,53 days after the comet. In any cuse, Twill be Laking the day off REFORE the peak next time. :-) 73, Jon KOJK

Packrat Tee Shirts, Jackets, or Skirts, Contact Dick, M3AOG al 215-443-9965 or a1 BIIDPFCONPISCITE, COM 10 CXpITEss Your
Lirterest in peiling Packrat Tee Shirts, Jackets, or Shirts.

222 Midwest Net Taesday Nixht, IT all, (ury KESFL and [ (KBTOE) will begin the net on 222130 at 1307 by loaking South.
At D107 we will louke Fast, at 01502 we will look North, and at 0200z we will laok Wost, and then at 02102 we will look South
again. We will setap skeds on (he return. 73's Bob, Bob KSTOE, bimatbrws gt et

New 432 beacon in EM76, ] luve added @ new 432 MEz bescon l iy site. Now opetaticnal are 50,144, 222 & 412
Freguencies: S0.070, 0.A50 watts to dipole criented nis, 144 300, 20 watts horieonis] o, 222068 5.3 walls to hordz. omeni,
432,300, 15 walts fo horiz. omomi. Call: N84W/b. Loc: 3000' ast near Lafellcue, Tn. Grid: em76vy, Time: 24 hours / day. [ now
have slmost 2000 miles Togged in trips to the Sitc since this spring. Good vhfing, Bort - NS4W

CHEESEBITS SUBSCRIPTIONS

Cheesebils subscriptions are available to evervone imerested in activitics and information lrgren the VHF thorough the microwaye
Irequencies. Subseriptions arc for | vewr of 12 tssucs, Fora subérription, send the fllowing information:

Mame:, ] Call:

Streel Address: _ : N

Town: . State: ) A S
subscription Raie: $10.00 per year (USA}, $12.00 (Cauada), $15.00 {Worldwide
Decomber 963 Send to: SUBSCRIFTION/ AT VER TTSING MANAGER:

Bob Fischer, W25), 7258 Walnut Avenme, Punnsyuken, NJ 05110
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1993 LEONIDS VIA JOE, AAIGN

Not having much M3 experisice T was a little hesitant to Jjust dive in and vy the Leonids. But I thonghi Td just lislen in on
Monday, 11716, and sce what it was abont. [ lind heard seatier Q30s dong vsing the M8 "protocol”. with some taking 30 minuies
or so to complek:, But this wasn't kappening here. The mateor burns wers so tong thai both sides could make he entire exclhumpes
i one "burn®, So I thought - what the heck - 'l just jump in and try it. | made some nice contacts, {or & couple of new grids. o
Tact, several limes, [ was able (o tail-end anofier Q50 1o make moltiple QSO in he same burn!

Monday 11716 seemed to have slightly more burns, with miore western grids heard - out 1o 1IDM9E, Tuesday 1117 the activity was
up byt didn't hear anything that far west. Tricd on 432 with KATO, M7, but heard nothing. Cm both davs, however, T was
heyrmg the most with the anloma premty surch due west, On both davs T operated lrom approximately 6:45 - 5:00 AM local, [
mess my best DX was WOVD, EM27, MO (1050 mi).

Condilions on 144200 were strange. One moment there was (olal stlence, o jusl srmeone calling CO scaller, The nexl moment
the: frequency was filled with the jumble o 3 hundred calls, If you were lucky. son could pick one ont, cabl him, and he would
come back in the clear. A better strafegy was o listen on 20 for the burn, thep Immediately go to your sther VPO {al a few ke
awyy from 200, in the clear) and call ) seatter, This produced several (s, as did calling o 4 clear spot $ or 10ke away from
0, with the glock - 2oud and 4th quarier minate istervals, Many stations were not caftiog on {he clocle which mads it confusing
al ties,

Alrenidy prodictions are coming in that next vears Leouids with be oven better. I'm howleed, amd will be thare! 73, AAIGN

TOWER MOUNTED PREAMPS
by Gary Dallas, WA1YHO

Lintal recendly T thonghi that tower mounted clectronics would be nothing but probtoms and said T would never put anything
electromic someplace where [ conldn™t gt 1o it easily. And everyons knows how much i -hate- (o climb towers. However, T finally
decided the benclit outweighed (he possible risks and two yeurs ago | mounled 1266 and 2304 preanps up on the tower,

Moy [ will admit thai tee base ol iy miciowave iower is jusl ouisids the shack so T wasn't suffering too badly from line loss, B,
when 1 taised the tawer to 60 fuct, T srtarted thinking abont how to siquecsc a fow dB's out of the receive path. STnce my cguipment
ngcoid preamps |decided to try somelhing "new” and mount them up on the lowar,

Tirgl problem was how e bhapdle the T/R switching. There are a nmber of configurations 1hat com be used 1o perfomn 1R
switching arouwnd preantps. Most important to me was fo have the defmell, no rower dpplied path result in a connection 1o the
antenna. I sometlhing went wrong, T wanled o be able to have an astennz. Next I decided that 1 wanied the mput of the preainp
10 by ivruinated excepl during recetve, 1 harve no read reason for this ather than it scomed like the safest thing i do.

I cnded np with a conliguration that used two SPOT reluys in front of the preaomp and iwe coaves down the tower, T had lpds of
left over “100 short" pieces of coux frotn Lhe previously shorter tower that would be perfect for the receive side coax, Yes, the
reeeve signal goes thvough two scls of relay contucts (ned sssociated conncctors) but T decided thar the prolcction was worlh a
few tenihs of 3 dF of loss.

The first SPDT rclay switches the untenna belween the transmit coax on the normatly closed side and the preamp refay on the
normally open side of the relay. The sceond SPDT rolay switches {he mput of the preanp from a termbination on (he normafly
cinecd side to the antenna relay on the normally apen side of the relry. Both of these relays wers the [ancy hermetically sealed
aniefy that | bad scounmlated over the vears,

Weather protection for the 2304 presmp and reluys is a small metal owtduor electrical box, Afer mstalling this box, T decided
that the weighl and difficulty hanging i up on the 1ower wasn'l worih the ruggedness of the enclosure and went for somcthing
different in 1246,

The 1296 relays and preamp are (ucked ito o short picce of 4 inch PVC pipe with 2 cap glued onte the top sad high densily
foam stultied info the bottom around Lhe coaxes. The PVC pipe is simply clamiped to one wwer log with stainless steel hose
clamps. Don't foract to leave a nive drip loap in the coax coming down from the antennas 1o keep the water from Tinning irnlo the
enclosare.

T made up a simple "Radio Shack special” control box Tor down in the shack o supmply power for the selays, Tt uses a couple of
relays to provide some simple sequencing and 1o translate the +12V controt signals to the +28V 1he relays reguired. An old picee
ol rolor control cable provided (he wires necessary to control everything up on the tower.,

And it's still svorking alter two years. THd | go wo far in Lrying to pralct the preamps? Mavbe, But they are still working and I
haven't had e climb np there in the middle of winter to fix anyiling. Now, what else can I move up there????
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1998 LEONIDS VIA JOE, KL:3T

ELUST starled workimg the Leonid meteor shower ot abeue 0300 UTC 11/17/98. 1 listenad to the activity on 144 Mz but musl have
been during the "caln before the stomm” because dudn't hear wuch, just oocasional short, weak pings. Fired up the 432 amp and
turned the areay west. Didn't hear anything, so wlternated COs on CW and S5B for about an hour, Worked NIKRE in Willow Grove!
{Not M&} Didn'l copy any pings, just the vsual noise from the neighborhood. Went back to Zm arcund 0500 U1'C and the bund was
Jumiping. With the artennas west, heard the local guys worldng into the west and soulhwest. Tried 2 few calls in one direction. then
mawved antenni and called again. With 150 W it was tough to compete with the “big" signals on the band, so I adopted 4 stratery of
sitting on 144.195 and waiting for the increuse in the noise flogr, then picking oot calls from the din and answering the stations T
could bear, This worked pretty well and T got niy first at 0734 with W3WDH in EMS3. Noticed that the reflections seemed to peak
about every 13 10 20 mimues with soihe reaching 39 or better for at Ieast 3 mivite or fwo, then the band was mostly quiet with some
weak bursts until next peak. 1 tricd again off and o at 432 using different beam headings SW to N without any suecoss at afl, T e
1o believe that with the strong burns at 144, [here was propagarion at 432 us well, All in all, I worked 6 new ids nsing a 17 clement
yagi and T50%W on 2 meters. 1L abw renewed my enthusiasm to get II3MS up and running here 1o take advaniape of the daily "mcteor
storins" of underdense pings that cccur. Hope Leonids 1999 is a good one, too! .

ONE HAM'S CONTEST IS ANOTUER HAM’S CANDY
By Rick, KiDS

I'was actually surprised when Ron told me that he hated operating contests, T love them, or al beast T Uink T do, as T anticipate cagh
one witl delight, and pine when some business or Family event interrupts the pleasure of 8 fulb elford, ag i1 is this wvear, with a
business teip krocking out Sunday of the Jamary VIIF S8, Sonnd famitiar? Since I started in IBam Radio as a Novice in 1959, T have
been hocked on the competition of (he Novice Roundup, Sweepstales, the vencrohle and retired VL-W Q80 Party, DX competitions,
and in the past 23 years, the VHF S8 and Q30 parlies. What is 1he challenge? Well, for cach of ns there wust be a motbve, and singe
winhing & radio conlest does nol 2ol you more food or movey, there is a sclf-appointed cask that generally drives each of us 10
research the dates. ol the proper gear going, and then actually sit down and make thoss tvo-way contacts to rodl up the [HaLs.

If vou've got A great site. 1 substantial station, and the sbility to get on the air regalarly, I cin understand that contesting, may seem
like drudgery. Afier all, spending many hours in front of th Hg in an apparent maoe 10 gl in all those conlis, knowing that e
will adwuys be someonc out there with a higger and better station, st = higher and more densely populated location, there is a lintited
reweard that can be achisved, Several years ngo, at Dayton, | attended a seminar st which 2 ham described his move from CA o {10,
alier having made mega-bucks in the software indusiry, He bought a substantial piece of laoel, @of contractors to st up lals of towers
and areays, sel up the top-of-the-line contesting stations for HF, and ot first class gucsl ops. Bul e nover was able to achicve his
ohjective of beating the Liasi-coast Big Guns, “who had a DX pipeline o Evrope.” Despite all the time and effort, he never seemed to
be able to achieve the fnwre modest goals thal ench of us have probably set for curselves.

Now in my second vear as a Packrat, having experienced one [ull voar's eycle of club and operating events, and having been a VHE
oy for 20+ years, 1 can say that hore e parsonal poals that drive me to parlicipate cach conlest, as best as 1 can, dugpite my
limitations of haviog an anteomg resirictive covenamt in a dense housing comminity. 'This past fanoary, | was part of the group olforl
at KIEOD lor the first 12 hours, and [hen after a few bouts sleep, weni gul 85 a Tover.

My very first VHE June corest participation came int 1971, just as I was finishing wy intcmship at Boston City Hospitil. Tt was a
long and arduous year, and onc might i the spring, there was & rospinuory technician with one of thosc new 2 meter FM Drake
walkie-taflies, the lind you nceded two hands to hold and operate, snd he was chatting with his pals in the Waltham Amateur Radio
Club, betcr kngwar us the “Heavy Hitters,” through the 146.04-64 repeater. B didn 't take long for me to be a1 a ¢lub meeting, get one
of those a5 a loaer, and then get involved in a weekend uf total escapism on top of u hill overtooling Boston. Wha rememibers how
many conlaels we nide then. or what we perccived as being long=haul? What [ do remember is deiving Tate Friday night o gol g 2230
rig, that had one of this: Ivin-riede amgilifiees that pot gwl gbout & watts, and being abte to make about 12 QS0s or 220!

| was deafted to serve In the Air Force following urternship, and Lhamming ir Lobbovk, Toxus, was a nevel event also, This was the
starting cad of lormado atley, and the locals were well organized with a folly equipped communicalions trailer with crank-up,
loldever towers, antennas. tigs, and poriablc power. The Tocal 146.94 repeater bad pulso-dial atopaich capabifitics and was the
pride of the plains, Hamming resvobved around license olasses to ot more ops and Field Day. One lncal had a2 pair of $CX 2508 and a
quad ol vagis at 60", but all he seemed to be abls to work was the local gang and an occasional contact in Dallas, aboul 300 miles
away. There really wasnw't much in the way of VHY oporations there, except for all of us vsing Heaghdil Twours for foxluting. After
finishing miy 2 year stint, my humming aperations were tabied for fivo more years of medics] lraming in Bostor, and Lhen once we
meved to BRI, and boughl s heme, | was able to gl back on the air. The big compromise was location, as the perfect fmily home,
price and location was al the bottore of 2 hil, and thar bilk was directy west of me, effectively blocking most VHF activity. | even
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had trouble hitting many local repeaters nnless the antennuss were substzntially raised. This wus the beginving of my seprch for
alternal: locations for hamming activitics, us the pleasyres of operating from 2 howme location were not in the cards Tor me. Ong
suving grace wys the initialion of salcllite conutnrications. ax the passes over the Atlantic enabled a host of conlacts into Europe,
sandinaviy, Russia, South America, and even Africa. My toughest challenge in gotting the WAS-Satellile certificale was working
Hipweadl, a5 there was only & 30 second window of matnal visibility betweeit R aud 110, and that of course, was ou my wast horizon, [
managed Lo ook up with a hue who took his equipment to the beack in his car, avtuglly a submaring captaia from the Navy, on
shore leave!

The highest kifi n R is Jeromoth Hill, ot 260° ASL. Tt is compleisly blockad with 607 trees, commerdial radio towers, and is also
now home (o a VHY buddy of mine up there, Ed Shebelion, B sits crimely nside FN4I, and #s generally a sought after erid on the
higher bands, as activity above 432 is scantl, Whers conid I g0 and be successfyl in amy quest to be an aciive contester, and even try lo
be compelilive? My neighbor, K1PAM had the smme visions, and he had soime VHE gear, Between. the Lwo of us we itAnagsd to have
a four-band low-power operation, and pul it 21l in his vall, and iraveled 10 varows locations in campgrounds and shore poinis ovey
the years, Mosl were ceergises in feility, as we were hil wilh snow storms, ice storms, eapipment problems, and universalhy wonnd
up with minusende scores, bal the challenge of trying (o do fust a bil better every lime had gotten Lo us. We met a local ham who was
it grad studend at Browns Universily, and one thing Ted to another, and we were SETTiIg > ont omilest station At 4 nine stary physics
buidding, that had vicely arranged av elevator lo the top, 2 telescape ohservatory with dosks and chiairs in which to operaic, AC lincs,
a rating [or amtenna enasis, a corvenicnt lavaiory downstairs, We were cven able to store most of ogr bufky magts, antennas, rotors
el amplifiers in the utility room. For ¥ years, this was the spot [rom which we operaled the Jone and Scplenther VHF Q80 partics,
the August UFF event, and the January VEEF 58, The witlers were a chidlenge, as there was no hest in the chservatory, amd owr
quartz electric heater had a limited effecl, The wind-¢hill and icing atop tixe building coutd akso stint gur cffoit. Usuatly 3-4 ol uys
wowtd el logether and try to opcralc ar leas( the frst 12 hours, and then niore time during Sunday, b olicn career and Fannily
vbligations inade ns take down by 3 PM. Bit by bil, we added bands through 1296, and then added 10G. AM 6154s were purchascd
and modified for 2, 220 and 432, We stacked yagis for 2 meters. We got a full stred 6 meder bemn. We pol a quad army for 432,
Then one May we went to 2ot teady 1o conlest ang Jound some ilems missing, tike masts and power cables, ondy @ Mfnd owt that an
environmental sievey had been donc of the phvsics building, and it was in need of an HVAC overbaul, and i fresh-air cxchanger
gystem 1o imgrrove the alr guatity within the building, Thers was a mass of shect metal ducting, huge blower motors, and no way tht
this sl was going 10 be useably again 1 tried to move operations fo Nauakonkenut Hilt, the home of the Providence Radio
Assorytion, 2 venerable conicsting club, of whick 1 was an aclive member, The PRA has boen alop the hift singe building »
chubhonse there in 1957, The land is under 2 nominal lease lrom tie commumications conpany that owms the local newspaper amd
vadio and TV stations, and right vext door 1o several commercial installations, incioding the 50 KW transmitters and 300 towers,
with all sorts of mutennas on them. Although it was an adequate BT lovation, VEY speration there was iroublesome From the
intermod aspect, as well us mainienance of antennas and feedlines, considering that this was a remole location, a parking spot for
lovers, and 4 Frequent target for vandalism. The commercial setup had alarm systeins and barbed wire perimeters. We had to tely
upn sleed shalers for the windows and doors, and heavy conduil o protect the coax, and a barbed-wire shield for the tower.
Alas—lic rover catepony! Tlow can you kecp g gy busy hammming who doesn’t have a great VHI location, high power, big anicons
of uperator densiey? By putting him and his gear in 1 vehicke, aug moving lrom spot 10 spol L operate, providing cxtra Q8Os for his
vondreres, wiile providing the challenge of finding new vislas, keeping warnm and (od, batteries charpged und the gear operating,

Ag K3GNC has given us a prediction table and noy goals, T (oo, have sel uy sights on achievahle reselts, und the thril! iz being abe
to complele or come a3 close to the goul as possible. Bill, AA?UK has sot a goal of getting 2084 of club members on a new UMHF
band, Tam secking 2304 pear. At least | have the iaopet antenna and an TF in band! For thase of us, ke g, who are unable (o have
active adio setups at home, exploving new prids and rover sites is ove of ihe challenges of VHF contesting,

Additionai chaficnges include making the set-up semi-penmane, su von don’t have fo o throuph (he set-ug and tear-down of the
station from the family vehicle with each unting, aveiding QRM with ather rovers al (e same site. linding places lor pit-stops, and
keeping a gond Jog Ac we emter the final cownldown to VIIF S5 99, le’s cach give thought 1o how our cllorts give us not only a
great club score, which provides a focsl point for our group. but aise what internal neods are satisficd by being in il fray. 73, K1DS

AND MORE TID BI1'S
[lst Afr SMD Sobdering Stution. The Summer issue of Comntemictions Chaarteziy las an arlicle titled “ A Haot Air SMD Soldering
Statina for the Home Workshop by Peter, K1ZJH. The aajar parts consist of & Weller Soldering Station aud an sguarium air pump.
Makes the soldering of tiny chips and TC's much more mansgcalile,

Available ot W3IKA's web gie hip:fwww.gslnet/w3km  Updaled files for computer togging in the Jan S8, UPDATES.#ip
comkaining the Pack Rat checklist, 'Good Calls' File and G-digit file can be downloaded
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