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The PREZ SEZ

Guess what!? 1t’s June Contest time again! Al, N3ITT, has once again taken on the task as chief
chairman in charge. The club has enjoyed excellent participation by members for this event over the
past several years. That fact alone has made the Job much easier on the chairman’s nerves and also
produced creditable results in the scoring column. Remember that we do this the oid fashion way
with lots of hard work and leng hours at the operating position. Therefore, we need lots of people to
help spread the load. There are lots of jobs that don’t even invelve radio if you are so inclined. f am
sure the food preparation crew would not turn down and extra hand or two. There 15 a local
telephone system that needs setting up and electrical cabie to be strung. We alse could use dedicated
noisemakers to kecp the bears away at night. There are lots a ways you could help out if you want to
participate. If all else fails, be sure to woerk W3CCX on every band you bave avaiiable. There will be
4 June contest organizational and equipment inspection meeting at W3GXB’s (A Map to his QTH is
on the Web page) on Saturday May 22, 1999 at 1000. The more preparation we do at home, the
better things will go up on the mountain, Why don’t you give Al, N3ITT 2 call and help him have a
good mghts sleep,

Next month: is the annual election of officers. It is probably the most important meeting of the year
tor the future of the organization, Everybody likes to be a member of a really fine oTganization such
as the Pack Rats, but few are willing to step forward and help make those really great things that you
enjoy doing become reality. Finding good officers is not something unique to ham radio clubs, but is
a problem that every organization (countries 0o} faces on a regular basis. [ know there are many
hidden leaders out there that, for reasons known oy to themselves, seem unwilling to step forward
and assume a leadership position. The problem is that we, as officers of the club, have no way of
knowing whe you are so we can maybe twist your arm a little. The Board of Directors forms a
nominating committee to try and identify those that they think could do a good job for the club.
Sometimes they overlook somebody. Did they overlook you? Den’t be offended. Some of YOu are

{Continued on page 3! o _
MEETINGS
Third Thursday each month at 8:00 PM
Southampton Free Library
947 E. Street Road
Southampton, PA 18966




Pack Ruts CHEESE BITS is & monthly publication of the
- Mt AIRY YHF RADIO CLLUR, INC. -
Southumplon, PA

SUBSCEIFIION RATE: £10.00 PER YEAR (1154

L1P0 PER YEAR (CANADAY

$15.00 PER YLEAR (E1.SEWHERE)
We operate on an exchange basis with other non-commercial
publications. Anything that is printed in CHIESF RITS
muay be reprinted I @ not for profit publication, unless other-
wise stated, provided proper eredil is given.

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES AND SWAP SHOP IS THE
MONTHLY MEETING DATE. RON-COMMERCIAL SWAT
SHOP ITEMS-FREE OF CHARCT,

Pack Rat WER Site: hitp/fwwwij netpaclrats

S RIPTION/ADVERTISING MANAGER:
ol Fischer, W25[

7238 Walnut Avenne

Pengisauken, NI 08110

{609 665-8455

fnsfa7agprodisy.com

EDITOR:

[larrv Brown, WiTTT

3012 Potshop Road

Morrislown, PA 19403

(610 354-4840

hbrowni@voicenet.com

CL LAS :

Dave hascarn, WEKM

1603 Mink Road

Ontsville, PA | 8942

2153 795-2643

dmascaraiigi.com

AWARDS CHAIRMAN:

Bab l'ox, WIGXDE
(a10% 346-Re9s
TRUSTEE OF 1.
Raon Whitsel, WIRIW
WIRIWEan com
(215 355-5730
PACKRAT 222 MHz REPEATER - WICUXR
12208224 5% MHz. Churchville, PA FN20LE

OFFICERS: 1998-1999

PRESHM:NT: WIRIW  Ron Whilsel, WikIw@anl com
YWICLE PRES: WASEHD  Jim Atdorace], janonaseigworldnet gt net
REC. SECR: WAIACA  Walt Zumbach,weembachigbellartanlic. ne
TREAGURER: W3IKM Dave Mascane, dnascarafigi com
COR. SECR: NIAOEG Dick Comly, nlasgideomplsenye com
DIRECTORS: WAIDEC (2 Yrs) Hd Fine, ed Tinngguste vl pom
MNIEVY (2 ¥rg) Walt Rauscher
AAIGH (1 Y1) Joe Landis. landis@Ened. com
Wis] {1 ¥r1) Bob Fischer, fuefS Tafprodipy v

PACK RAT BEACONS - W3CCX/B

FM29TW  Philadelphia, PA

J0.080 44284 222065 432295 9(3.072 MH:z
1296251 2304037 3456220 5TH0.190 10368177 MH=
MON L

TIME FREQUENCY NET CONTR(H.
750 PN 50,150 hhz WASEHD

£:00 PM 144,150 Mtz NITT

8230 P 222125 MHe WK1

£:30 PM 224 58K WHz WIGKE

o200 P 432,110 MHe WIRIW/ WASDIRC
03] PM 1296100 Mllz WAIMUF AAZUK
100 P G03. 100 MH= NIAQG

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

LADIES™ MIGHT: N3IAGO 215-443-4165
JUNE CONTEST: NIITT GT{-347.5490
HAMARAMA: NMKEQ) G1-5AT-2285
VHTF CONFLRENCE: KB3XG 610-581-2489

THE AMERICAN RADIG RELAY LEAGUE

KAY C. CRAIGE, WT3P
DIRECTOR, ATLANTIC BIVISION

& Faggs Mancr Lane
Paoll, PA 193H 1905
610-993-9523

widp@arrl.org

VLR

THE AMERICAN RADIC HELAY LEAGUE

BERNIE FULLER, N3EFN
VICE DIRECTOR, ATLANTIC DIVISION

17668 Price Road
Saegertown, PA 16433

814-763-1529 n3efn@artl.org |

-Pack Rals Cheesehits Page 2-




(Prez Sev comtineed {rom page 1)

well camouflaged. I vou are ane of those people, let Joo, AAIGN know that vou arc inferested in becoming an officer of the
cluby. Remember we all can’t be just “members” and still have 3 world class radio club.
Thanks to Dan Henderson, NIND, for coming down from the league and muking a finc presentation at the April club meeling,
Dan iz the new head of the ARRL contest branch and as such is responsible for all aspects of the ARRL conicst programs, Tt is
o small task and we wish him well at his new position. Thunks also 1o kay Craigic, WT3TP, for bringing us up to date on
happenings in the Atlantic divigion.
The 1999 Hamarama will be held this year at the Middletown Grange Fair {Grounds in Wrightstown, PA {Same as the WARC
Hamlesl location), The VHF Conference will be ai the same location as last vear, the Hamplon Inn in Willow Grove, PA,
Details are available on the Pack Rat web page (www.ijnet/packrats). As more information becomes availatle it will be postcd
o the web pagc,

73, Ron, W3iRIW

JUNE CONTEST FINAL PREP !
de Al, N3ITT

Almost that time again!!! The June VHF QSO Parly is barelv a month away, and the Packrats are again preparing for the asnual
trek 10 Camelback Min. to do baule with the other mountain-nmltis!? What are YOU doing to help YOUR club move up in ihe
standings this vear? Hopelully if vou are physically able to make the trip you're planning 1o moke it up lo the mouniin at least
pari of the tinte to help out i the cffort. It really takes all able bodicd Pack Rat 1o pull thus off” I vou reslly ¢an't make il up
please mzke an effort to work the club station. I you only have limited time 10 get on the air during the contest let me know and
we can set a sked. I vou are can 2o ont as a rover, do it let me know, maybe we can arrange for you lo get other bands.

At this time things look good, with a1l the key positions filled, 1 would like 1o gt some voluntcers sighed on as back ops.

Well not much more to say that T haven'( suid before, The Fune Contest prep meeting will be al (he QTH ol Bob Fox W3GXE on
May 22 3¢ 10 AM. all planning 10 o to the mountain arc urged to attend,

A June Contest Mecting will be heid on Saturday., May 22, Let's mect ot 10 AM  at Bob's (W3GXB"s) | urge all who are
planning to come up to the nitn. to atend, ot just Band Caplains and others with "official™ jobs. If 1) arc 4 band ¢aplain and
cannot attend ity (o find a co-captain . OK PACKRATS.......GO GET EM 1101010 73 Al N3ITT

CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS - MAY 1999

2 Warminster Amatenr Radio Association Hamfest at the Middlcionn Grange Fairgronnds in Wrighisionn, Pa. Taik-
in on 136.6%.09 and 146.52, VE Testing,

Packrat Ladies Night will be held at the Mill Ruce fin, HoHand in warrington, Pa. siarting at 6340 PM.
ARRL ™2, 1296, and 2304 MH. Spring Sprint, 6 PM to 11 PM. These gprints will be held simultanzously, See
March 1999 Choeschits for nyles.

@ Mathers Day.

13 Packrat Board of Directors meeting at the QTH of Jim. WAIEID al %00 PM. Al interested Parties inviled. Call
213-6539-4359 for directions.

14-16  Dayion Hamvention, If you've never been there you've never seen anything like it, If vou're looking lo buy it or s2ll or
sce 1t The VHFUHFE Forym will incTade talks on both Satorday and Sunday. There will be a preamp pain/noise figyre
coniest on Sunday moming.

14 Dayton Weak Signal Banquet at the Holiday Inn MNarth, Wagner Road, Dayion, Ohio.

I6 Arneedd Forces Day
13-17  ARRL 50 MHz Spring Sprint 23007 Muy 16 (Saturday Evening) until 03NIZ. See March [999 Cheesehils for rules,
20 Packrat gencral membership mecting at the Southampton Free Library on Street Road in Southampion, Pa. at 8:100)

FM. Al clup members and VHFers invited Nominations for the election of oflicers in June: will be accepted. Ed Fins,
WAIDRC, will give a presentation on the design and manufacture of large scale integralcd circuit computer chips.

27 LEAP INTO THE MICROWAVES with the Packrats| 903 and above. Every 4th Thursday of the menth aperate from
& fo 10 PM local time on any band 903 MH:- and above. For coordination on those difficult long baul contacts 144260
MHz is the suggested liaison frequency. So here's your chance to (ix what broke in the conicst and work all those
stations you missed.
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SWAP SHOT:
(sond 2t ads to Wi ediior)

FOR SAL¥: CALLSIGN HISTORY. Namc and address of cach holder sincc 1912, Cost 315 plus SASE for printed
CERTIFICATE. Wanted CaliBooks before 1970 and QST's before 1940 will buy or trade. Also lookimg for 1x2 Ham Radio
License Plates for my collection. Ron Aflen W3OR, PO Box 73, Bethel, e, 199310073 or cal] 302-875-1100.

FOR SALE: 2 element 40 meter Mosley beam, $250.00, 4 en. 2304 MH: Loopers, mounted teady for your hardling, $200,00,
4 ea. 3456 MHy. Loopers with power divider, $200.00. Contact Herb, K2LNS, 570-472-7230.

HEALTH AND WELFARE

NIXEM Update: I'm Back Ir's Great To be Home! 1} 10:30 am Sunday May 2. I'll be in 1ouch Beautiful Day to get home Bob
KEM,

TiD BITS
Check the latest happenings of the Mt Airy VHF Radio Club by cheoking our web page at http:/www. ij.net/packraes/.
YUCC Award Checking: H yvou want Q5L cards checked for your initial VUCC Award or an update, contact Hurry, W3IIT at
hbrowngivoicenst.com or 610-384-4846, 1"l do updates (up o 25 additions) st reguiar club mectings.
EditorfPrinter Errors. The editor, in ermor, gave credil (o the first home brew night entry to Folhm, MN2RTX for a 2 Meter
Transverier. Would the real constructor of this project identify himself? Alse, the printer made an error (honest, 1 checked my
mput to him) s the placement of photos for homebrow night. The ME) photo realiv did not contain the BilAark W2 UR/AALIK
tower mounted 1 GH: Transverter/25 watt amplifier and Panl, W2PED did not need that large outdoor case lor his snuli voice
kever,
May/June QEX itemy of VHF interest: A 300 Wan MOSFET Linear Amplifier for 50 MHx by Richard Frey, KAXU. Fack
WIVT's RF column discusses iransmission line medels for the ARRL Radio Designer prograni.

New Beacons. NorCal 10 and 24 GHz Scader; owner-vhf@woys stanford edu KFSKVG has placed bwo new beacons in
operation on 10 and 24 Gliz in Northern California. Both are low power, conlinuous carrier witlt FM voice TD at | minute
intervals, Location: Mt Urnuhogm, CMITAE . 3400 Ft ASL Frequeney; 10367.990 MIkz . 24191 977 MHz. The 10 GH beacon
has been heard at 59 in CMSB881 using an 18 inch olfset lced dish. Send roception reports via suaid mail to Bob Johnson,
KEOR VG, Other Northern Catifornia beacons are: Mt VACA on 10368325 Mt 81, Helena on 10368.018, 73, Steve K21¥¢)

Microwave Beacons. All the Pack Ral miceowave boacons ate back on the sir, - The 10 GHz Beacon frequency has been changed
to 10368 170, The six meter beacon is still off, et should be Buck in a week or so. de W3IRIW,

The May 92 isauc of Q8T shows Packrals Rigk, WC2EK sharing ihe North American 222 MHx Aarora record with WBSLUA al
2088 Km. Packrat Harry, K3IHZO0 shares the North Amenican %03 MHz Aura Record with WAINZL at 87 Km. The resylls for
the 1988 ARRL International EME Competition shows W3SZ operating on 144 MH- and KIHZO on 1296 My
0ld TX Tube INFO. T was looking for details of an old transmitting mbe that [ couldn'l cven find in old ARRL Handbooks,
Found an archive site that has over 2000 specs lor fubes. Raytheon and Amperex especially. This oy be helplul [or some of vou,
it was for me. hitp:/fwps.comfarchives/tube-datashestsfindex himl. 73, Ron, K5LLL, EL29fqg
BiatAnchor Manuak Archive - lgip://bama.she.edu.

NEW ATLANTIC DIVISION CAC REPRESENTATIVE
Kay Craigie. Atlantic Division Dhrector anounced a new Atlantic Division CAC Represeniative, Russ Healy, KillA
Per the QRZ web page, Here's Russ™s brief bam resume: K2UA formerty NJ2L, is "Rus" Healy. My station is at my home, about
N miles south of Rochesler, NY, in Omario County (not Livingston, which is where the local post office is located). T live on a
ridge between the two smallest Pinger Lakes (Honcove and Canadice). The Finger Lakes region is a spursely populated, boautiful
arex with exceptional fishing and scerery, and produces more wing than aoy other region in the 1S, except lor Catifornia's Napa
Valley.
My station, which Includes two J2-meter towers and various monobund beam and wire anicnnas, s OBV on gl bunds from 1.8
MHz through 10.4 GHz, CW and §SB. (Although [ have antennas for the WARC-72 bauds, | very rarely operale thosc bands.
But I'm glad to get on to give ont Ontario County for the counity huniers, or for any other award. )
I'm sctive in many contesls, primarily CW on HF, and primarily the ARRL VHF conlesis abave HF. Most of my equipment lor
VHF/UHF/SHY is home-brew. The computer—controlled station-control clectromics for HF comesiing is also home-brew. a5 are
two of my HF amplifiers. I +do* QSL, if somctimes 1 bit slowly. An SASE speeds things up. Please be patient!
See vou [n the nexi contest!—73, Rus, K21 A, Email: kK2uai@ microwavedata.com.
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SPRING 1999 TWO METER SPRINTS

Place Call Poims Grids Score Place Call Points Grids Scoro Place Call Points Grids Scoic
1 KiMhI 226 48 10548 Il WAZBPEn3 27 1701 21 AFIT 63 18 1134
2 KIUHF 71 32 3472 12 KIDS &1 321 1701 22 KIZE 75 15 1125
3 KITXE 14% 3 5006 13 WZIV 8 19 1634 23 WIAIM 57 19 FHOR3
4 WIKY 114 27 3348 4 W3EKT 6% 12 1496 24 EKEBKM 47 23 1081
5 KAIRDO B8 33 2904 15 WASDRC 7% 1% 1464 25 EK6TSKE 78 13 1014
6 Kahis 111 24 2664 is K9YR &1 22 1342 3 NINGE 42 13 56
7 WIOK 120 21 2520 17 W3SE B9 |35 1335 110 N3XEM 33 & 198
4 Es8EB 73 219 2nv 18 W2PED 72 1R 1296 153 NE3IM 1w 3 57
9 AARCY T3 18 N4 19 HWEEY3 67 19 1273 — WIUER 158 21 5214
v KEMD o4 27 1724 20 K3IKEL 53 23 11%

144 MHZ SPRINT COMMENTS

K1D%, Rick, Operated alop Polshop Road hill in the station wagon, with 160 walls to 10 elemcnts and 2 rotator Tor the beam,
Was visited briefly by NE3L. Lot of nice Packral activity. 80s: 81 X Grids: 21 Score = 1701, C U on 222 nest week, Great o
see evervbody's results. 1 sure was a lot easier operating one band fron: the cor for almaost 4 hrs. rather than § bands and beirg on
the move for 244 st The wse of the rotator (U-100 plugsed into an jnverter) and 3 beticr OTH made operating this ovemnt a
pleasure. I kmow we hear ikis every VHF contest/event: SPREAD OUT! The activity contered belween 175-225 made it casv (o
lind the action. but tough to compete with the QRM!

W2UIR, Bill. AA2UK Operating. 158 Qso's and 33 grids. 73 Bill

AAIGN, Joe Landis. Nice score guys. but a real exercise in frusiration for me, T had a bad rotor lpop conncctor and needed 10
keep turning Lil} the band noise came up. indicating some cortinuity. Then 1 kept runming QRP until it epened again and VSWR
went up. [ tried climbing the tower to fix it, bul it was just too windy and my wind load is 100 high - | Aclivity seemncd good. I
was very frusirating 1o hear all of the Ohio guvs and VE's, bul unabie 1o work thern, Every time I tried my backup brick amp, the
toop would fust open 2gain, Forget sbout the ipbe amp. | ended up with 7 grids and abont 30 €5, before pulling the plug at about
9230, 1 did somehow manage to work K4QI, FMU6 and K28PC in FN13, Horrible conditions for me but weather permitiing 1 will
fix this aff this weckend. | will certainty check the other bands when the tower is down. I'm glad 31l of this stoff is breaking aligr
the Jan contest. :

NE3L Grifi. Was rover with 2 waits and 4 squale loop on the car. Met with Rich, i1DS al the old Nike site. Found some other
eood spols and spais that were surprisingly net so good. Omty worked 19 (s but several grids incleding K3nM in Grettysburp, 1
erjoved working all the Packzats. 1 hepe that I can gol out for the 432 Sprnt. 73

W2IPED, Paul Dresler. Missed {he first hour and 5 mikubes of the contest duc to family consiraints, Worked 72 s and 1%
gods. . besi "D FMO6.  Mever heard o sinple a single VE3. Would've been better ofl geing ORP portable like K105, HE ;) CU
i the 222 sprinl, W2PED. 72 (¥s, 18 grids,

K2TXB, Russ Pillshury, i all. | had a iot of fun working the 2 meter sprimt last night, bot it was ViTY tryineg due o a lot of line
noise in all directions. Still. T managed to work 154 s and 35 grids. My apologics to all the stations who wore calling b |
couldn't hear due to the noise. The noise was never less than 53 in anry directiont Conditions seemed mrostly poor although 4
lieele better to the south. Worked a bunch of stations in FM17, FMUs, FMO7, EMI7, and cven worked W4DEX in EM25.
WEPAT in ENSI was lurthest wesl, also ENS1. 92, 93, FNOG, 02, 03, but no EN9G, FNO1 or FNO4 this time, Funbest north was
FN335, VE2PSL. 73, Russ K2 TXB

K3GNC, Jernme, Everylhing wotking finc. Worked 41 QS0's and 20 grids. I coudd have worked more grids but I never looked
waest or south for more than 15 minutes out of the fogr hours, T wanted to see what my NE, M. and NW potenttal was from my
new location. |was impressed enough that I have decided 1o put up & small 4 bay array by the June conigsl,

N3XEM, Bob. Nice to work Gentlermun 1t was great to see activity on the bands. In the interim of checking inilo nets and
making and taking my own health and welfare calls 1 had a good time. 33 Qs and 6 grids. The date for nry Heart Surgery has
been 5ot for those who are unaware April, 23-99 Some one will keep the "RATS" apprised and ' be glad when this is behind
mg, and heping for a quick tecovery! Leoking lorward o June contest 1OR and bye the by NO Ron" not as weckend al
Bernnies ... Hi.... 73 Bob xam

NK8Q, Mark. I'm glad I wasn't the only onc with lots of line noise. | spent as much iime tronbleshooting why 1 had aft (ha
noise (afier just changing the station around to include some new equipment moments before the contest), 1 actually didn't do as

well as Rick from his portable location. 1t was mostly fun anyway, and nice 1o see some springtime propagalion and of course the
activity is always welcome. Cuvered most of a 300 mile radius, Finished with 67 Q50s and 19 Grids. Sce ¥ou om 222 MHz|
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The North East Weak The North East Weak
Signal Group's ~ Signal Group's

222 MHz Sprint Report 432 MHz Sprint Report
Totals | Totals

Call Grid Q805 Grids  Tital Call Grid Q%0 Grids Total
AAIGN FN20 20 4 80 AAIGN FN21) 52 16 832
KiD& FNZi 40 13 720 K135 FN20 S0 21 14150
KOGU DN70 1 5 45 KITEQ FIN31 104 26 2704
KITEQ FN31 02 22 1364 KITR FN42 42 12 B4
KITR FN42 27 13 35] K2YAZ EN74 19 17 323
KIUHF FN31 54 20 s K3GNC FN2i} 44 13 372
K3GNC FN20 20 ® 160 K3IXD M1y 5 2 1
K7XW CNDG G 3 45 KXW N 14 G &4
KaGP Mg 32 13 676 K8BKM ENg2 27 1% 456
EAZRDO FNIL2 37 21 777 E9R0) EN 6l 2 2 i
KBONES N34 21 5 16% KOYR EN3Z 4 4 14
KBIWUK ENI4 29 12 345 KBOWES  EN34 23 f 138
KD EM74 & 5 30 KBI1VC FN42 12 5 i)
N2CEI FN20 70 23 1810 EFaMXK  CME7 & 2 12
M2MH FN2X} 4 3 12 NOKE DG 8 5 £}
NESOQ FN2 16 4 o NIRWY FIN54 3 3 40
N7AU DNO7 4 3 27 N2MH FN20 35 i 2
NY1E ~ FN43 4. 240 .. NIxIx FN 14 It ¥ 7
VEIPI] FN33 2 I 2 NGDM IM14 2] 4 %4
VEIANX FNO2 58 E] | 179% NSVEA ENG| 3 3 24
WI0OT FN31 1% 2 144 HNE3I Frz0 13 & l0g
W1PM FN41 27 1 270 N9TZL CN52 7 5 35
W3EKT MY 27 12 34 WORS} Fna 62 21 L3z
W3SE DO 23 5 184 WIATT FN3I 21 5 105
WALYHO FN42 27 9 M43 WICOT FN31 44 11 454
W4ELH FM1% 1% 5 152 Wiem FN41 21 % 1658
WA2BDPE FNI12 33 1% 627 W3IEKT FM1Y 40 i7 aRi
WAIZFH FN3) 27 4 243 WA2ZI'H  FN30 24 B 192
WIMIBOM TINS] 4 3 12 WAIDRC  FN2G 45 17 763
WZIY FNG b 6 17 niz WZIV FN31 63 16 16003

222 MH7Z SPRINT COMMENTS

KIGNE, Jerome. 222 Sprint. 20 80k, & Grids. 1 only put in approx. 1 1/2 hours in most of that tme T was having trouble
wilh the match on my temporary picce - of - junk 10 fi. CC. Even with the 2272 FM antennd, 1 heard very weil. 1 gave out a lot ol
QRZ. because the antenna had “uo directivity™ so I gol clobbered by the stalions.

NKRQ, Mark. Well, as previously written, I did cnd up having problems, poor Bx, so here is the weap up (very disappointing): 4

ends, 16 QS50 124 points. Did better on 124 (his pasi January! Af feast | kad some time to work on oy Final Exam during the
contest. 738, .

K1IDS, Rick. Same serap as Jast time in the rover station wagon, with the addition of & memory keyer--that seemed o have oaly
higlf a brain lefi--the CQ message! 120 Waus 1o an ! element yagl, in FN2he, Propagation o Canada secmed fing, as worked
several stations there. FNO2, O4 and 14, Dry (o the south. Managed to get FN43, and the usual NE grids. Tnx (o Packrats Tor
lefting me tail-end vou 1o pick up a few grids, 40 QS0s 18 grids. CH next Weds for 432,73, Rick.
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222 MHZ SPRINT COMMENTS Continued

WAILYHO, Gary Dallas, Was on for the 222 Sprint for a while last night, 27 s and 9 grids, almost a1] (o the soothwest. Was nice
0 hear the activity on the band. Worked a aumber of "Rats, Hope o work cviryone next week on 432, regards, Gary, WA YHO

432 SPRINT COMMENTS

NK8Q, Mark. Siudving, final exam, due nex Friday. didn't even cmk up the tower or hook up 1he preamp, but did pliy a bit with
only about 10 Watls or so, with the tower cranked down, my best QS0 was with FM16, EM4EM, on CW. he gve me g 57911
finished with 14 QS0s, 5 grids, 70 points. and ong more exam problem slimost dong! 73s, Mark ). Schreiner

AAIGN, Jue Landis. Tt was nice 1o work a sprini where everyiling staved runming well, start to finish, Since the amenna ynd
feedling upgrade, ! certainly can hear puch botter. | thought activity and conditions were good. but that could be the station
improvements too -} Lols of slow QSB. WA1YHO was just above the noise at times, and then would rise to shout 35,

I worked 50 some stations in I6 prid squares, including FM06, FM16. Best DX was WASBWZG. ENRL. Tom was aboul 5 and 3 He
Wil Uil an easy contact on S5B, and a new one {or me on 437, T did not hear KESFD on at all. Gary is wually on from EMEY, and
we have worked thra 903, A few other 8's heard but not able to pull them ool

{ had other things going on. and couldn't operaic more than about hall (he contest, on and off Equipmeni; FT990, DEM] transverter,
KIRIW PA, GaASFET preamp in shack. FO-25. Was nof driving the amp hard at all - only about 450W key down CW. Signal
reparts were very good. Now I have some work to do before the microwave sprint. 903 Rx is way down and I still have some
switching problems there and an 1295 Thanks, everyone for showing up. 73, Joe - AAIGN, FN200g

KD, Rick. Appears that the Jittle hill near me is better than the quarry location on 302, Third time 1've been up there, and gol lots
ol radio aclion from the cur--100 walts and a simgle 14 ¢ yagi, worked 50 stalions in 21 grids, including EN93. FNO2 and 03, FMOG
ameng others. NES L was hot with hiis 2 watls and homebrew 4 ol loopet, visiting io say hi, Brought just caal spate parts, as Lthe coax
N connector Lo preamp was Faulty—had a spare Jumper that did the thick. Operation s far botter "oiled” since ihis is my MR tinee owl
with this scl-up. Watching the sunset whilc operating in a nice quiet spol is a pleasure, Glad 1o work as many Packrats as possitile,
but many of the regulars missed this onel [ do plan w0 opcrate with simifar sclup for & moters. and then again for 902-12%6-2304
sprints. CUL. 73, Rick, K1D%

NE3N, Griff. Thought I would be out of iown on business so T had to HE an antenny for the rover when the case settled at the ast
minute. Pul lopether 3 3 clement quad.. loop vagi, sarry, out of 3 1X2 piece of wood, some plastic, wire and 20 feet of RG 5% coax.
Chechked contimuity between center and outside of tonnecior and it was a dead shorl, ohhh na, duh, it's loop, so | realized that was
probably ok, (This was my first HB 432 anlenna) Then listened for the beacon in the shack in my bascment but covid hear oo
signal. Duh, vou're below ground. Signsl was 89 from the sceond floor which is beller than the 58  aet from the vagi in the atic,
o this thing may work, Beacon was §2 +5 al the site where I hooked up with Rick K1DS. Geod front to hack gain and got a cali
immediately from Joc AAIGN while usitig only 250 mw testing with Rick, Wow, another QRP pile up. Waorked 1% stations with 2
walls or less in 6 grids, including FN14, FN11 {Willizmsport), FN2T. all new lfor me on 432 and FN31, Thanks guys, it was fimn.

DISTANCE SCORING FOR A YHF CONTEST
de, Ed, K2DNE

Mm the March issne of () Contest that | reccived several weeks ago. Gene W3ZZ, wrule in his VHF Conicst Forum column an
article: "Distance Scoring: Time to Charige the Rules™". Since T haven’l seen any posts on this reflecior shout the article 1 thought I'd
apen the can of worms... (to get the full impact of the article 1 cneourage thase intercsted to get 2 copy of the jourral and read the il
articley. Gene opens his column discussing thal there is a sense of a certain slagniztion in the activity in vhi sontests cven with the
sale of the new ITF rigs that have added capabilitics on & and 2 meters and even 432 MHz. Nol so on HF where aclivity and scores
arc increasing {not just due 1@ the improved condx}. The arficle continues with a discassion about tulcs, some historical perspectivis
and what Gene describes as the overenphasis on microwave scoring and the increasing emphasis on FM in densely populated areas.
To help leve! the plaving ficld {especially for siations not close to a Froajor metropaditan area) be suggesls the use of distance SCOFin.
Distance scoring is based upon the RSGB spousored VHF conltosis in England {which uses & digit grid squares as exchanpes and
distances are cale'd with sofiware) and the Stew Perry Chullenge on 160 meiers (which uscs a variunr of (he European systent),
What W32Z proposes tn his article is the use of distance scoring lor one of the ARRE vhf contests {namely the June VHF QSO Party
due to the higher likelihood of sporadic E openings) - the scoring schemc is based om g set of concentric rings of grid squares and 1o
use a fixed point valve for cach of the rings. For example; regardicss of band. contacts wilh ary grid that touches ¥our own prid
{and I assume your own grid even though not defined in the ariicle) would count as one point. Comacts with the next ring of gridy
counl for two points and contacts with the nex! ring of grids and any grids farther away than those count for (hree poinis,

{Continucd on pape: &)
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The article concludes with a comparison of the top five nmlt-multi stations in the June 1998 VHE Q50 Party. The order of finish
with the present st of rules wus W2EZ, AAID KIMGH W3CUX, K8GP - using congentric cirgle distance scoring the order of
[inish would have been AAYD, KIMOH, KRGP W3CCX, W2SZ (Gene admits the scores he caleulated are nol necessanly exactly
accurate beeause he only had access to the KEGP log which was used to make the cstimates for the other logs as well as the
published resnbts in Q5T and the prelimingry scores published by WZI1V on the internet). The stated "botiomn ling is that the
distance scoring metric doss gven out the differences between living in a populons arca vs Hving in an area with a low density of
contesters”, [ think W3ZZ's proposal has significant merit. Personally, T have been discouraged to see the huge scorcs some mlli-
ops run up by using “captive rovers” (a subject well dizcussed in (the past on this reMector) and the vse of FM in densely populaied
arcas to pad scores. [ like the concep of vhif DXGng in comiests and the associated roward for working a station 500 miles away on
2m vs one 1 miles away, The ARRL has even admiited in (he write-up for the September 1998 VHF QSO Party in March QST the
noted decline in entrants and aclivily, I know I've become somewhal bored with vhi contesting {working the same stations. in the
same grids, on the same & bands, with the same scoring and exchange three times a year. year after year has become just a title dull}
which is why Twe explored the QRP poriable category and an occasional stint 81 a mulii-op. Rovers and ¢lub competition has added
some excitement - would a change in scoring. even if only [or one of the three major contests add some needed fhel? Before posting
this [ checked with the anthor of my contest logging software (VHFTEST) o see if writing new softwarc based on the concentric grid
distance scoring concept would be difficult.  The response | pot back was that it wonld not be difficult - I assume the same would
probibly be true for mest of the other popular conicst Iogging software,

The can of worms has been opencd... what does the vhitt contesling community think?

Pleas: be gentle with the flames that will B simoed back at me - the iment of the post is to gencrate rational discussion on the
internet about 3 mutgally interesiing subject assoctated with our hobby al a time when activity and conditions on vif) are in a lull.
73, Ed K3DNE

PLEASE PASS THE CRYING TOWEL
Submitied by Rick, K1D&
This was the first vear that | participated in “The Crying Towel” and recognized the tremendous power that this contes! post-maoriem
has for futuse improvenents, The collective sharing of whal went right and what went wrong; directing thoughts and hopefully
actions 1o 3 betler uctivity next time aroond As a consultant in guality management, my role is often fo facilitate these acthvilics,
coltate the comunon themes, and gain some action on them. Mol onoxpectedly. the themes, almost prediciably, were advanced
planming and preparation, back-up systems. and knowledge of the game.

Recognizing those who started a year ago, after the *98 VHF S5 to plan for their assault on *99 with addition of a more ergonomic
station, more antenna, bener feedlines, adding a band, another amp or pre-amp. the reports wore very favorable. Packrals who
pathered gear, buifl and {ested their setups, reaped the rewards, Those who procrastinated goi their deg. 11 s just human namre o
warl unti} Lhe deadline to swing into aciton, and there were commonaliics amang those who were still up on their roofs or lowers
when the contest started. Todging from the traflic jams a1 the postal offices around midnight on April 15", most of us are gailty of
the same when it comes to making oul our 104(F°s and paying taxes.

For some. the preparation for “The Crying Towcl” on the other hand seems to be better than actus) preparation for the conlest, To
that end. [ would like to mmake 3 rocommendation that we Instille a special pre-contest activity, called “The Sweatband” complete
with judging. and an award of its own, for the stalion that kas the most operational improvements over the previous year. This would
be in the form of & briel writlen report on statton changes and ypgrades, and an on-the-air test. What bolicr way 1o familistice
oursefves with the our new gear, its operational characienistics, which way is north. and whal is really fixed, and what remains o be
fixed?

This yeat's Crving Towe! was won by a VHE newoosner, Grff, NE3L. Yeu had te be there o appreciate what great drama unfolded
for this “Packeat orphan.” lefi abandoned on 2 meters. listening 4 (he white noise of emptiness, wailing for the rest of the crowd 1o
“run on 95 gigahert” and remrn to meve him up to 1225, Enter Dick, N3AOG and Emnie, WIKKN to save the day, completing his
goul of a dozen ()50s on this new band. Jerome, K3GNC made his case for a second place, with the sl of the UHF antennas that
didn like being stuck on the rotor recently applicd to the vent stack at the new QTH. Onta VHF S8 2000: Will vou be prepared?

CHEESEBITS SUBSCRIPTHONS
Checschits subscriptions are available 1o cveryene interested in activities and information from the VHF tharough ihe mlcrmawc
frequencies. Subscriptions are for | year of 12 issucs. For a subscription, send the following information:

MName: . Call:

Street Address: . o

Town: . Siate 2P
Subscription Rate: $16.00 per vear (USA), $12.00 {Capada), $15.00 (Wmldmdc}
May 1999 send 1o: SUBSCRIPTION/ADVERTISING MANAGER:

Eob Fischer, W281, 7238 Walnul Avenue, Pennsauken, NJ 08110
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"WORKED THE MOST PACK RATS" AWARD
de Bob, W28]
Hello All The results of the in the Januan Vhi 58 are as follows;

Grand prize 1o Jeff Klein, K1TEOQ with 165 Pack Rat Qso'y,

Certificaics will be mailed to all other entrants: Chuck, WA20ONE. 137 Qep's, Dal, KI1TIHF. 133, Rich, KD2KS, 111, lim,
KK3K, 31, Crale, K3ICWH, 27 Frank, W3FCA, 13, Thonks to all for participating and promoting VEF/UHF & Microwave
band activity. This is an annual sward and will bg available again next vear, You ¢can sce 3 picture of the grand pruc on the
Pack Rat web site www. ij.net/packrats. Tox ¢5 73, Bob, W28), For The Pack Rats

NEW CAC EFFORTS
de Diave Bostador, NSNOS, Editor, The Geeat Lakes VHF/UHF Newsieticr,

The ARRE CAC has been directed to revisit the Rover Rules issug in the context of whither the curremt rules are "fair” in the
national conlext. The powers thatl be have made it cleur that we're not going to simply retumn fo the 1993 miles. however they
want to determine if the current rules are "fair”. I'd appreciste any inpol fom our VHE constitaency here in the CGreal Lakes
Division.

| also have some imleresting analyscs of balh the history of rover scores, and also of the most recent Jaowary VHF rover
competition provided by K3FUV ai the ARRL. The firsi shows fagiual daia that the number of Rever entries has increased
almosl every vear since 1993, so the argument that the ourrent Rover rules has kdlied aciivity is stmply not true, The second
compares threg different rover eotries - the apparent winner ND3F (not using that call}, AB4CR and K7XC from ool west.
MD3F ran thirteen bands with KWs in the mobilc (3. AB4CE. made maost of his Q508 on ton bands with his wife in another
maobile fallowing him arpund from grd to grid. K7XC was third with only four bands - KSFUY shows that i he had worked
the sgme rever staions that he did, bul had only three more bands, he could have walked away with the whale thing! I'd be
glad io share this stuff with you if vou wish.

The Awards Comomittes, acting on 4 recommendation of the Comtest Advisory Conuninee and with input from a sutvey of Last
vear's entrants in the ARRL 10 GHz and Up Contest. is pleased o announce a change in the operating rules for the annwal 10
GHz and Up Contest. Operating times for the contest have been changed to allow participanis additional time i the eady
morning hours. Slarting with the 1992 ARRL 14 GHz and Up Contest scheduled for Angust 21-22 and Seplember 18-14,
participams may operate o total of 24 hours each weekend betwoen the slarting lime of 6:00 AM local bme Saturday morning
through 12:00 midnight local time Sunday cvening, Lislening time counts as operating time and times off must be clearly
mdicated in the Iog. The compleie rules for the ARRL 10 GHz and Up Contest will be printed in the Jung 1999 issue of QST
or v be downloaded from the Contest Branch Wb Page al!

hitp:/fwww. arrl org/contests/announcements/ 9/ rules-1lghz, himl

CONTEST NEWS RELEASE

The ARBRL Awards Conunittee has voted to accept 3 Contest Advisory Commineerecommendation for the addition of a
Simple Operator Low Power entry category for VHF Contests. beginming with the Jammary 2000 VHF Swocpsiakes, The
maxinuae power limits for the new Single Operator Low Power category witl be:

50 MHz and 144 MHz 200 Watts PEP maximutn
222 MHr and 432 MHe 100 Watts PEP maximum
202 MHz and aboyve 10 Walls PEP maximum

To qualify under the new category. a station must operate within the maximnm power limitations on each band in which they
participate. Certificates and awards will be developed for the now Guegory according to the current awards structure.  This
rule will not affect the current Single Op QRP Poriable category. The goal of the new category is to encourage greater
participation among the large pumber of VHF/UHF contest crithusiasts, many of whom can be competitive at lower power
tevels, For more information conteel Dan Henderson NIND:. Contest Branch Manager, ARRL,.
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The Mt, Airy VHF Radio Club Inc.
The Pack Rats

HAMARAMA '99

Sunday October 3rd, 1999

Rain or Shine

Gates Open: Buyers at 6708 Sellers at 0600

NEW LOCATION!

Middletown Grange fair grounds
Penns Park Road, WRIGHTSTOWN, PA

Food, Heverages & Faclides on Site ----No Owvernight Parking
Admission $5.00 Non-Ham XYL's & Seliers Add: $10.00/ Car Space Outdoor

Childeen under 13 Free or $15.00/Indoor 8 Fout Table
(Reservation Required for Indoor}

Talk-In 146.52 Mhz
23 rd Annual

Mid-Atlantic States VHF Conference
Saturday October 2nd, 1999
9:00 AM to 9:00 PM
Hampton Inn
1-215-639-3535
1500 Faston Road (Ht. 611)
Willow Grove, PA,
Admission $24.00 - Lunch and Dinner al Extra Cost - Banquet Prizes

Conference: Contact John, KB3XG johnkb3xg®aol.com [-610-584-2489
Speaker fist and oiher informalion will be on the Pack Rat WEE Page

Hamarama '99

InformatioN
Detailed Maps and other info at:
HTTP://WWW.1].NET/PACKRATS

MNKS{() NIXEM
Mark Schreiner Bob Minch
618-847-2285 215-822-0770

nk8q@amsat.org raminch®@bellatlantic.net



(302) 4782757 Singe 1977

AMATEUR & ADVANCED COMMUNICATIONS

Amateyur and Shortwave
Clasen Sunday & Monday

B053-541-0120
Fax B0OD B41-2546

Bob Fischer Company. Inc.

AERIAL LADDERE - {-MARES - MANLIFT ECUIFMENT

Bge FISCHER 2FB5 LINCOLM BYE
HAEBIDEHT CamMbEN. M. 1. 28108

GISELE 3208 Concord Pike  Rte. 202
K3Wal Wilmingten, Delaware 19803
—— ma P

RICHARD E. COMLY

.-""-"-"
A

2052 BENNETT BRI, PFHILA., PA 1@1148

(318} 87300
FAX 934.5237

—— — r—
FWE‘ 256-35EH
(8O0} 5-EASY-O0
AR

COMPU-SIMPLE, INC.
COMPUTER APPLICATIONS FOR SMALL BUSINESS

DESTINNIONS e ———

A FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY

HARRIET S5OLTOFF
TRAVEL CONSLLYANT

&1¢ SOUTH THIRD STREET - (215 .
PHEADELPHIA, PA 19147 RES. 947-4453

THE R. F. CONNECTION
‘Specialist in
A F Connectors ano Coax”

Joal Knobloek
J01/840-5477
Fax 31/865-3580

Ordar Lina A00-783-2686
Suile 11, 213 N, Fraderick Ava,
Galtharsburg, MD 20877

Craphic Design Hlustration Production

E=

Lynne [ Whitsel

209 Frog Hollow Road
Churchwillo, Pe 18966
13 3555740

ELLIOTT 7. WEISMAN F.0, BOX 7161
Congultart WILKINGTON, DELAWARE 15803
A L L .

AUTHORIZED DEALER TEL 908-779-252]

ROHN TOWERS FAX 90B-7TE-3535
-+,

TELEX-HY-OAIN

ANTENNA STETEME

ROTATORS

TOWERS

PILOT ELECTRIC CO., INC.

1306 HwY. $35

NEPTUNE, N.J. 07751 BENE PILOT

{215) 288-0325

W3 HK

GEORGE . VanDYKE, JA. P.E.

1737 Scattergaod Straet
Phitadalphia, Pa 19124

J {60E) I85-0738 RICHARD CLOMMNOR

./ A“M
RECO - .
OHtHURICALIONS
* COMMUMICATIONT TOWE K sl WTENAMEE
* ANTENMAE FEEDLIMES. TOWENAS INSTALLER
*TOWER P& TIHG, RE-LAWMBING, REGUYIND
= AF EvETEW TAQUBLESHMODTHHG
# LIGHTRIMG PROTECTION, QRO ETETEM S

412 Carranzy Adad

Emergmacy Sarvice Tabarhacie, M) GROAY
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/5 -+ DOWN EAST MICROWAVE [~
""" Manisfacturers and Distributora

of VHF/UHF/SHF Equipment and Parts
50 to 10,368 MHz

& Microwave Loop Yapgis

* VHFUHF TYagis

# No-Tunc Linear Transverters

* Linear Fower Amplificrs

* Low Noise Preamps

* Coax Relays, Coax Cable, Connectors

s Crystals, Chip Components, MMICs,
Transistors, B Modules

For All Equipment & Antennas:
Steve Kostro, N2CEI
854 Rt. 519
Franchiown, NJ 08825
5{‘3 Tel.. 908-996-3584
Fax. 908-996-3702

@;% hitp:fwww.downeastmicrowave.com/index_himi




